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Abstract

Liu Guo was profoundly inspired by the poetry of Li Bai, an influence manifest not only in his poetic
eulogies dedicated to Li Bai and the thematic substance of his own compositions, but more signifi-
cantly in his inheritance of Li Bai’s poetic imagery. Liu Guo assimilated Li Bai’s vigorous and unre-
strained poetic style, skillfully integrating it into his works to enhance their classical essence and
artistic resonance. Furthermore, Liu Guo deeply internalized Li Bai’s distinctive mode of “goblet
words”—a Daoist rhetorical strategy characterized by fluid spontaneity. On the level of charismatic
ethos, Liu Guo demonstrated intense psychological alignment with Li Bai’s persona. While he admired
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Li Bai’s unbridled individualism, chivalrous ethos, and transcendent grace reminiscent of exiled
immortals, Liu Guo’s lived experience within the politically constrained Southern Song milieu
forged his paradoxical personality—a synthesis of “unrestrained individualism and pragmatic am-
bition”.
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