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Abstract

The imagery of “fire” appears repeatedly in Huang Jinshu’s works, serving as a key to interpreting
his novels. In Huang Jinshu’s “Old Home” series, the imagery of “fire” carries dual symbolic meanings
of hope and destruction. Huang employs the “fire” of hope to document the struggles of the Malay-
sian Chinese community and express nostalgia for his old home and loved ones; while using the “fire”
of destruction to depict the fears in the lives of Malaysian Chinese and the act of burning the past to
seek rebirth. Simultaneously, the imagery of “fire” also functions narratively as the core of a nested
structure and a plot-generating device.
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