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Abstract

Maigo (The Lost Child) is a short story written by Japanese female author Amy Yamada, first
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published in 1990 in the magazine Shosetsu Gendai (Modern Fiction). Narrated through the perspec-
tive of a child, the story depicts internal conflicts in two different families. Existing research on Amy
Yamada’s works mainly focuses on her body physical narratives and feminist literature, with lim-
ited attention to her family crisis writing from a child’s perspective. This research actually impedes
a comprehensive understanding of her literature. To systematically explore Amy Yamada’s works,
this study employs close textual analysis to interpret the dual meanings of the metaphor “maigo”
(lost child): on the surface, it refers to the lost child Hiroko, while symbolizing individuals adrift in
family conflicts at a deeper level. This study reveals the complexity of maternal ethics in marriage
conflicts through the literary interpretation of non-blood maternal bonds and family crises in Amy
Yamada’s literature works. It aims to draw societal attention to family issues such as adoptive moth-
ers and foster daughters, while offering a new perspective for understanding family ethical dilem-
mas.
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