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Abstract

This paper takes “The Kite Runner” as its subject, focusing on its imagery narrative mechanism.
Through close reading and drawing upon imagery narrative theory and semiotics, it analyzes the
novel. The research finds that: Material signs like Kites, scars, and pomegranates serve as narrative
nodes, where the dynamic fission of the “signifier-signified” constitutes the foundational driving
force of the narrative. Their meanings are continuously reconstructed through interaction with
space, propelling plot development. An imagery cluster composed of Kabul’s “paradise-ruins”,
American exile space, and the liminal space of homecoming weaves a multidimensional spatial net-
work. Through the aggregation and opposition of objects, this forms a semiotic matrix that system-
atically encodes memory, trauma, and identity anxiety. Power relationships reciprocally nourish
sign meanings, allowing the spaces to both carry individual emotions and reflect historical depth.
Ultimately, the purification of material signs and the reconstruction of spatial order, engaged in a
“trigger-reciprocation” cycle, achieve ethical redemption through metaphorical transformation.
These three elements form a closed loop: single sign activation-spatial imagery cluster bearing-the-
matic metaphor sublimation. This mechanism reveals both Hosseini’s artistic logic of constructing
narrative through an imagery system and provides a new perspective for understanding the semi-
otic operation of literary redemption. It highlights the unique ethical tension of semiotic narrative
in redemption literature.
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Figure 1. The dynamic mechanism diagram of imagery narration in “The
Kite Runner”
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