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Abstract

Xu Zechen’s The Northbound is a serious literary work that employs a dual narrative spanning a
century, with the Grand Canal of China as its core imagery, to depict the vicissitudes of Chinese his-
tory, familial destinies, and cultural inheritance and exchange. However, within this grand and sol-
emn epic, numerous instances of humorous writing can be found. Through witty and playful scenes,
dialogues, and character portrayals, the novel expresses an alleviation of life’s sufferings, critiques
human nature, satirizes social phenomena, and vividly illustrates the intriguing exchanges and col-
lisions between Chinese and Western cultures, thereby enriching the novel’s conceptual depth and
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readability. The Northbound continues the tradition of “humorous narrative” seen in works such as
Fortress Besieged by Qian Zhongshu and novels by Lao She, holding significant importance in the
history of Chinese literature.
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