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Abstract

This paper centers on the motif of “tiger skin” in tiger stories from Taiping Guangji and, in conjunc-
tion with the Sinicized evolution of the global narrative motif of the “Swan Maiden,” explores the
multiple dimensions of its cultural symbolism. By analyzing the symbolic significance of “tiger skin”
as a medium for the mutual transformation between humans and tigers, the study reveals the un-
derlying primitive thinking, ethical tensions, and innovations in literary paradigms. The research
finds that the “tiger skin” motif is not only a literary remnant of primitive beliefs but also, through
its integration with the local ethical system, forms a unique paradigm of metamorphosis narrative.
This provides a new perspective for understanding the cultural DNA of ancient Chinese animal met-
amorphosis stories.
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