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Abstract

Hamlet is a classic work full of complexity and contradiction in Shakespeare’s plays, and Ophelia, as
an important female character in it, has sparked multiple interpretations among generations of read-
ers and scholars. The traditional perspective often regards Ophelia as a victim, and her madness and
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death are seen as symbols of submission to the patriarchal society. However, from a deconstructionist
perspective, Ophelia’s madness is not true madness, and her death is not merely a tragic ending, but
rather arebellion against the oppressive social order and an awakening of her subjectivity. This paper,
through deconstructionist theory analysis, explores how Ophelia’s madness and death embody the
philosophical significance of “living towards death”, and how she deconstructs and reconstructs
meaning through language, the symbols of flowers and water, and her singing.
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