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Abstract

As an important writer who was “marginalized” by the revolutionary literary discourse system and
political narrative in the history of modern Chinese literature Shen Congwen's image construction
of Xiangxi is closely related to his cultural psychological state in different periods. In the cyclical
process of “leaving-returning-aving again”, Shen Congwen’s cultural anxiety and cultural enlighten-
ment mentality are concretely presented. This article takes Congwen’s Autobiography and Random
Sketches on a Trip to Hunan as research objects, explores the changes of Xiangxi images in the two works
through close reading and comparative analysis, and then reveals the evolution of Shen Congwen’s
cultural identity in different creative stages. The study shows that Congwen’s Autobiography is Shen
Congwen’s search for and construction of self-identity, responding to the impact of modern civiliza-
tion with the cultural position of “countryside people”; Random Sketches on a Trip to Hunan records
his posture of examination and cultural enlightenment consciousness after returning to his hometown
as an. Through the analysis of the evolution mechanism and deep-seated causes of Shen Congwen’s
cultural psychology, this article aims to further understand the value choice and national identity
dilemma of modern intellectuals in the period of cultural transformation, and to provide a new per-
spective for Shen Congwen'’s research.
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