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Abstract

Kajii Motojiro’s short story Lemon (1925) is regarded as a quintessential text of “sensibility” in mod-
ern Japanese literature. Though briefin length, the work captures, through depictions of color, scent,
and urban space, the momentary liberation and aesthetic experience of a frail youth who finds sol-
ace in a single lemon. This paper draws on Kajii’s poems Hisoyaka na Tanoshimi (“Secret Pleasure”)
and Aki no Hi no Shita (“Under the Autumn Sun”), the essay Lemon o Kiwa to Suru Danpen (“A Frag-
ment with Lemon as Motif’), the earlier draft Seyama no Hanashi (“The Story of Seyama”), as well as
editorial notes, to examine the textual formation and literary significance of Lemon. The paper un-
folds in three parts: first, by exploring the intertextual relationship between poetry and prose in
Kajii’s oeuvre, it identifies the continuity and transformation of the lemon motif; second, by com-
paring drafts and fragments, it reveals the process by which Lemon evolved from autobiographical
pathological narrative to a symbol of modern urban literature; finally, it analyzes the unique position
of Lemon within the traditions of pathological literature, urban experience, and the “I-novel”. The
study argues that Lemon is not only an aestheticization of personal frailty but also a creative fusion
of early Showa urban literature and self-writing.
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