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Abstract

British writer Margaret Drabble (1939-) has produced a prolific body of work throughout her career.
Her early and mid-career novels primarily focused on portraying young and middle-aged female
characters. Later in her career, responding to Britain’s aging demographic trends, she shifted her
focus to elderly women, exploring themes closely tied to aging. Exploring her 2002 novel The Seven
Sisters through the dual lenses of literary gerontology and body narratives reveals how the work
exposes the loneliness women face upon entering old age. Given that, the novel examines the mental
and physical difficulties associated with aging by starting with the “body”. It also encourages older
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women to rethink the meaning of life and embrace their own “death” and rebirth through writing,
reestablishing relationships, traveling, etc.

Keywords

Margaret Drabble, The Seven Sisters, Literary Gerontology, Body Narratives

Copyright © 2025 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 5|15

TEF R —ABHE EH ARG IR, 2R B IRE I AS AT 8 i B S ok, and] ROt A 22
WAL R A A SRR AR S 1)@ (EASVE R IR, X — U R SCEE A 1S B T AR R s R
SFE Y o MIEEF - A1 BH(Anne Wyatt-Brown)fEIL 1990 fFE R FRHILFE (SCHEFEERARPIBIRDY ( “The
Coming of Age of Literary Gerontology” YF & T “ 244" (literary gerontology)iX —ARif . Fifi f5 H I
B “HFEZFEY” (Narrative Gerontology).  “ZHERF2#” (Poetics of Aging).  “ K Z/Nii” (Reifungsroman)
SARBGELEE TERT AR, R AR GRS SHOTIEY (2018)H, Zwd B2 U “ bt
F” (Age Studies)ZN NAEWIHBUA A T &, 0 7 AT TN . Britb 2 4h, 2207 e s iR,
— RHN L SCHEPES, Wi AR i (Simone de Beauvoir). 3854 (Susan Sontag). 4% 345 (Margaret Gullette)
GRVER TR S LV IRIRIBCR , B R VT8 A7 2o W] RE T PP 1) R A 6% ) SO R FE T 55T
RINEFAANER SCEAE AW, R 2 1 LA I M R IR S Lt X — F 8, iRk
(Virginia Woolf). 3+ (Doris Lessing)5, XFAEFIHIFEN “ K7 K5 5%, FEAMUZANE
B RRMER, ERONRISEFERRAERLR . 5 S N RS R P OGRS . fEARET AP
BEG T, YMRE L AERIIEINEF « 847 47 /K (Margaret Drabble) 7212 K FUQFEAEJE B, S e R 1)
YRS . XMIRI NEE LRI LR B Z R LM, VRS NS B et A 2 D Re g P
YRR 72 2002 4EH AR AN CCEHEED (The Seven Sisters) ™, {7 A7 /R 45 4t A 22 =2 N A EKGHIE « B
JRi(Candida Wilton) 5 & A—07 [K B S M AEAG SO Ja ShUE ARG I 2 4F 2otk SCh KRR IR 2 T EANA B
TR S ARARDS:, 2 1tk DA N DR 85 3817 [ 2 AR (00 B PR

CH MR F ERET RIS LEBERATTM. LK) KR E R 6 1) seie v
FRAE, AW AR A AL A . R JCA U SRR IF 5 ol = A B RO S T O = F i o I . BBk
TERGHARDT 1 CLIHIRY oo/ MR 2R, R 7/ B W “4500 &7 - “AnTSERuR” il “ 3¢
R F- RPN HREBTIE, AU 7R E SN, BRI U5 S5 R ) 2ot I Sk N B i 32
BRG] RIWBMVOAER AT R OWE T — NSRS R F, Xt FA DU 1 1
FRZIMARR T N A YGHk gt N EFER P G 1 B3N [2]. AN, ELMEBE I, MFEEIN/N IR
TRET 5 Lt BRI R R E LS, A T/ NP S R, BRI 125 2L 515 3);
WA 5oz AT & e 0T SRR AL, i tH SO 2R L R T3 2 1 SRR IR ZI 2 T AR OB SR
FBONHERNIE 1T R RSN 1), FFam2en] T 1T iA 1T SR e g 5 H3RWIAT 4], BARFHENCEERR T

UAKSCLL/NGE The Seven Sisters BTSN R, AT XXMM EEES (BRIKD) o EXHPAERTREMBITICTI30, Bl EER
SRR (EIREALY  FRtitsl.
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CEUEIRD hEEEAE LU/ P I SRR, (HEUD SGE B SO 2 I R 5 a8 (b
GHERD H PERAT RIS T BRI IR SE 5 R MR AR B0, JRIL T 24 S MR T [T
AR, RS AR R ERERARIERTIR N, SRR SR B BB A, AR S AN A
S SEHL A B IR AL NRIEIL R, ASCR WA AR 5 SR AT A I XU LA
B RNFHTE SR AR 20 0 B e I 2 4 P B ORI RO B A B 28 B RANME SR BRI .

2. ZEHHHEE: “BMNLTAEHE=ZAHER”

19 20 48 [E 45 2% 5% Jé K (Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche) PA“ — VI M\ AR H & 71E A 05, 3418 & .0 —1k,
I T T RRMN SO o S, HEEAN T EEA AR 2 . Bk, 2R RIS
4 (Sigmund Freud). JAREE. % - JE# (Maurice Merleau-Ponty). #fi(Michel Foucault) 5 &R AT 4= i AH M.
BB AR BRI, (A B At R O SO B E I OV I £ L FERUR 4, 2 FHE /R « it (Daniel
Punday) i 42 “ BAAIEE 2" (Corporeal Narratology) IS . flil A « B RAUER A e T Kt
B B AR 7 AT 3G s . AN s ARG =T 7 (5], JF HARSRUE “ AU L2k
SEWH T SR BESRAE N, IL AL 25U € S AR A 5 A0t SR kAT BB, S HA N S AR DR R T R B
——BFH A WA EAR” [5]e SERENF R IAE—MIOLESRIICER, M5 M A R
S H RS R A e BERAT RAE S E A RIS N, WS M et =21 S iR A VI
Mo BT HSARKAY S, FE. BREMEIREINRR, ESRIL 12 E L2 i Atk 2>
E X R AR AR R B F Ui AR

TE/NULEE — 35> “ubirHE” H, R AR E O HREL T Hid A SR, YOdik /A n] SEAUR
FUE— AFRE Had, HUE = ARRONRER HiCnyErs e, FRATHRFE & b i py Ot 522 i i 26 35
73 LLTE W R 52 ?U/)\%fﬁﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂéﬁ’ﬁ{ﬂc WhAE HICHIFRAUE S “BEE TR, FARR RS
JRAE, ZEAERRGAET O K —NAE” [6]. ARG H#EiR, b A\ EIREErPIRE T, R
AR MOl BRI B R O, M/\ﬁa “B EEGRBOBI RS T, KETIEN. BN
FRBERGE, A 7THEL IRMA BRSSO L RIS BANEES L . WA EARE, H2RMN
IR, RAFFA” [6]. Fatik DLAAL 7 HIHE 2 B EARER LIRS € B O 2 M Sk, WHhECH
CTIRIRZE B o XM T S AR I R H RN, EERAME Ry — Rt VR gE, SR AGTE
Y S AN A . BRI AR AR SRR R AR R M R BB W, E 25 T O 1 ) k) i e SE
o EMMAMESRIRTE, WhRW “TIFAN T HERNZEMIMAE S BRI RATREWA1F
BB, HREREE RS . MABBAKEANZ RSP E, TERANZXZEIE KB [6]. Sodik
ShYIW 5 A E AN SRS, BN ERE M X2 RONE IR BT S, RN SR
TR TR SCA R S, T “FF AR SR O NN AR R ) 58 36 i, BROA'E RAEE L B
W FTEEPERIN H SR EET (7], EHERGEIN Lz, ZEAEANMFE NS, BRSHEZTE
K= S RRLE, Tk E O “Ras” EoR. HRETEH “ GRS R T BTSEMARARE, B BRI
WEAIAE AR B [5]. SRTM, tta g LR Z IR LT LRI 5, A3+
EUEB M L NIRRT S bR HERI T 35 2 AN, Wb AT AT RE “HEINFME R fE A A 2 TE AR Y
Rsd et E 20 i B 3RS, R — P L G AR .

WAL, SR AE T TR 4ERE, WA T4 2t FRRPF RN ZFENE R 2 o 2
AR VYRR 2N, AL AR SRR A FARIUNBIRE ARV, BN AITE 2
REE WAL 2T R, WHCK TAESRS R M, AM#EALNTFIER 2 o (8]
POIALE Hid R A ER 3 OXF T2 EE AT NERE =AM B, OBIERAMARMA S &

DOI: 10.12677/wls.2025.136131 933 S 2EE AT


https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2025.136131

(Ipe

HEE O AR (6] FERTFAERKE N R, JOlis# T O T RKESRS, M URR L IE
MEBE A =L, SR U4 24t WBE SR RN ZE 1 IR A% G o AR R G, AIEIRIN BAS TErIE M
FESRE A, FENARE R B MWGEE 2 A AR el e 7ORE TR, e B P AR R AR
SERAETEI, MR A EE . AR, IRESKTUE A — R LR TEIRAR R, R TC IR ] .
AREA LR e i IR, REIAI R, 2SO A 1 LA S G B R 2 AT 9, VT 7K
FREHIRHE, [FZAMHREIT 7 [6], I — RS i H e , ?EE?%H%%@%%%&%EI
B EEN S OBV 234k, I HAREWN “EENERBARPERZEEZIR” [9]. £,
PR IK AR TR SHA AR G, ITRAET 7, ﬁﬁ%%a%%ﬁ$ﬁ§x,%%%%éﬁﬁmi
TR . TIE, Plis k] 1185, %mL@EWmME%ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁ%¥E&T%%E*ZFOﬁ
AT VLB N S UAG Bt S0, X B R A SR R — AR R R, B BA
@%M%fhmoﬁﬁﬁ,bm%&%ﬁmﬁﬁwﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁ%WE%M&ﬁ%aﬂ@E%%%ﬁ%,
HUZ AR, 3t ROMMAGRDE” [6]. fELERAMXT LT, WTABHE O A 2 E N
AR SHOREZ P, AR — /N R R, YOl TR SEAE A b Do NAR R AT B, R “E
IIEANIEAR” [6]. M “RERFIBHIAON” 28 T SR 5210, R AEEs/MEIKI AR, ERMIEE
%WT%EA“E%”MEﬁIEﬂEWMUE 8], b S AE SRR ], R T SRR
* S NS B 2B IE SRR E 5] (BIGHAMKIH M RIS P 2IAE, f£HICHEIE: “BAERBA
MR e R 2 e IXFEEE LS EAWﬁ@%ﬁMEm FEIK PR X I PRI AT R R — 2 Mt i 8t
ﬁ%ﬁmo”Hﬁfki%iﬁmm%ﬁTﬁzﬁiiMMHﬂﬂ 6], EIEEPTIURIN SOk, e fE
F M EE H SN ENE.

3 BESBMEL: “ERREZH, BREEREK"

oo LT AEGR o 614835 (Christina Baldwin)fE (S F: @ ME N I ES LA EmER) F'5
E: BN ANHAERME Ik B4, BRI — RS WS 7 [10]ENF, HOd s Sl Ul
FHHCOMERAED: REFMDBDE 5N RS IR REEAEN, DUSCEER B ariiits .
DHEEAH K%, BRI FRARIRS, hiEEA LR, BEEB R ANERSE, i “3
AN B RE R T T 5 SOAR SN IS S LR . A ELRAE” [2] X 5 R AR AE IO AN ET A
BlEd s Atk diidE. SHIdSE TS5 2ZAROUET K, DIASIEME i B[], @i
SCARAR[A), SO R T IR (A0 e S A TE SR A, KA R I O AL, WITERF 5 = A
THORFEARNE . B HICAESESHE, B Mon “BRMZR” KH T HE = AR e
RERLA, 0 T T—AT B AERARRIMIRITE T, B I kst SRtk “ —N—EHREmA
Rtk i eI — AN T Rid TV ES], A2 2R — AT [6]. A
HAdfE i “BRE U BIHE AR E, X753 AR E RN WIS EU8E, ki
B AE PO IA FLIK 78 K T AR

L b, SOk R AR R AE A W BN ORIS A R 3RAG T ik SR SR R IR, AT
ZuF LISCHE, WIERE T H OME KU Z BIE4ER R P [ A — i b 7 e = KRR TS,
IR NG S /N uibsd CLaHLk) TERERL, HiHE 3 (Nora Foster Stovel)#ift & 7R 72480 A7 7K I GUAE &
MR R “ABRAT RN R E S NSRRI, BB HNESEAEIERES. K
O GAE B AR N ARRR” [12]0 W4 -CAHERATR NS 7 5 A R Rl « GOk AR 7 2/ S 3 B A R S,

LU IR 43 ) R RE R W (Atlas) -GN %)L BT (Maia)s 7 3E 545z (Blectra). ZEFi /i (Celaeno). 73K 35 (Taygeta). % %
(Merope) I 5% 224 Alcyone) F1ilf 28 2 (Sterope) . J& K, &P % B 45(Orion) & L T -GEHERIF MM AR FFIER . B ¥i(Zeus) N T 1
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] SO

WATIAE 5 S AR AL B i R b 2 B F . e N A TGS — BAE NSRS AR “ AR
—rEAEANZET, S —ARITZE T . —BIRLHER T, Rl BEMIL” [6]. M)Ak
SAAAE R E AL N R L, IROBSUR 5 2% 705 sl 2 e iR R IR A o Bedh, 78 LU 1D vt (X 5K g 22 TR
H, VR IE NIE R SRR TR R, W 2 A B Yy < RIRKS B — MR T B E T
“UbdE T AN E T IR R, b SOOI AR, WEETIE A, JERIE T [6]. T3 fLkF
FRFTQAE AN KA H IR B QS I XAl “IX A B ARk, AL 5 N AL EREAE AR B G B FORRE Ay
i ——tA R EREAE R AR, AR B AR, S A R G, REER I (6] BRAE, ARGEIR T )
FERERIRE, aitE BRI 20K, MR AERAT TR B 28 i B 3. ZERFE AR N “ 3K
BT AL BRI —— A B B2 — S R R T IR 18 —— A A S AR R R T B oo A AR
AT BRI FR T3]0 S AR SS AR AR o JE R A 5 S LR A5 SRS AR 1T P A A ) A T RS
R T T AR A L ARG, SR E S, RS B MR SRR IR, BT
JE R SR AR AR, AR R RGNS TR A R AR ¢ pE R
7 5 kML, o R SRR, ORI, KRR B E RS . PR L B
H ORISR R, AR iyTvE, X0 AT ot MBI AT ARAT (RIE 0, IF R eR. 7
(613X 7 A TE B AVIRAE, MUART Aris 0 A i) — UCRRIRGEAL, AR AR R od B, DL —Fh A i o i
IRARFNEN S TR 7T OB o AE R BOIRIE H, JATT AR T8 Ao s T, B SUIRAE — RS PRl T 4 75 7K
FTHEREL, B Ab S 2 8), SROHIA TR FT P AR A Bk . “ b S ik Bt 1 AR i A, kB 1 A
M fric . WERAIIR 7 — 1R, BOEE Qo mET e A, 7 (61 T RS A B t, Hilis
BN NHRMSR 38, B SORFEPPNIE “ BRI UL, ARBIET L2% PEBE — IRAEAR UL BRI 1 22
2 1, R, RIEBR-TTETHILS” [6]. AR T-UAMARNEIIRL, JOliAITi 1 BLaTE
B FEZ AR5/ R PN B PARES, b i S ARLE R A LA (8 P AR A, P B AR SR AAxT
T T ARAS I T AT % o

TRAT FAE—WURUIE, - AN A AR PR AIE AR SC R 2 5w R e A AR S [ 32 B R v (Ve S, 15 B R I S it ik
BREERATR ZAEE IS, S REATI SO LRGBS E MR P AR T 1 EEBE . — BRI S 2L R
(I A B 23 AE AR 2E AT il N ATIE 1 il BEcithAs 7 ARE B AR PR AR 15, IX APl R
IRBIRE LR (IR I 2 B SRR Y, RAZeh A 20O LI A B R AT oG &R o [RIUE, FE2E — 37y “ &
KRMZIR” G5H G, KB TEE =0 “BACHMUIE" o KA E B2 LIRE R Dwsk I E SN AT
AT MBS T — R BT, “FIHATNIE, AR R R, AR S e
Ja s M) TR R RIS [6]. FEIXANERGr T, BRACHON T IIMIA R, YOliA @ AR G ) L
B OB R B s iSOV, R T B S e T e RIS IRE RS S B IE, 1R th Rk
A P IAF IRIOK B A ER I TR AR, XA T bR SE TR, SR DLSS WL AL ERAS T R
HALE CAERMT LS. (ARG 80 A7 T, B R 2 T YOl Ik — AFRELA, 3K
WA AR “PERIC R Z AT, R—EEARRK” [6]. MITIE ESVEMM L)L MFIK R, R LFES
SO T RMAEZS 22 LIS AL . “ BIERX A7 8 & ikt 5 a0 b R iR o L 95k T .
[61Fse b, My S [MIFRCH v, AL B E Stk 5 5 B A . BEMEEZ )5, Rl
BRI FESEIATRE, BUEII A 2 3 5 NAE, 52T KRS RIFIBRIFAEL TR —Ik
WRAT, — VISR R TT AR, ENERE =R, lkgEE i ER, Fa5EZNA
CAHAL I HL A R RAREEATEE, EA LN E R, TalEE5ES —DI#e i 7 R S52H, i

PSR R T RS T AT BRSOV EE . R, TR, Hh —ANMESRHE DI (Merope) T LIRSS T 74 V4 95
(Sisyphus)[H £ . ZApf b AR ER, WOMREEZEM, B ERT .
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(Ipe

(4 R AR IX — O I, “IR7SHE T R . IS MR SR A MR ? AR RIE, TR,
e H AR -SRI (6]
4. 458

T X — AR R N VRAE, PR RAE CEGHER) x4 oM AR s AL HEAT 1 AU
ZH, 208 AT AR N PR 15 ) A (8 A, A )5 T DL B AR AR A N SRR . A
SO B AR 2R AN S AR S O, R N ATl I3 S R g ) 3B PHE ) F e
g. Horb, BETICFELGAP R AR, R B 228 NIV AL 7 —FhT e i) 2 FE 38
WA XA R ONME T W PUE BRI, e T RO TEBUL AR S Tahrh, Frahit E e
BERTHZHHRE.
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(4] WEffsR FARENAR TERLAT R COUOR) P SR RRER[T]. A PHT RS54, 2014, 23(11): 72-74.
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