World Literature Studies 1t 5 3C2£A 5T, 2025, 13(6), 830-835 Hans Ui
Published Online December 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/wls
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2025.136117

RESDRE (AFEEE) FRFTERR

R M
DU IR AN EE e, DU)I
Weks HiH: 20254F10A8H; FHHEM: 20254F11H26H; KA HM: 20254F12 A5H

H E

AATEFOR R CEAUE PR —AEERKT, HACRASSHEEFTRANRER L —. FEBRKNELE
R CTHIESEE) &, B—ARRE “R” KAREFHENATIEME, W7 T 3RE
YT S . ARSCRRBEMR T, S8/ USIA T/ MUESESE /B, MiR/BAaM. e
/AN BRI SRR KR, WA X R B RERCR . G A\ S R s (ST H ™
AHITER

KT
(AEESE) , FATHRAUE, B8, R

An Analysis of the Unreliable Narration in
Maugham’s Short Story “Mr. Know-All"

Haibin Zhao

College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Sichuan University, Chengdu Sichuan

Received: October 8, 2025; accepted: November 26, 2025; published: December 5, 2025

Abstract

Unreliable narration is a significant technique in literary creation, and has become one of the hot
topics in contemporary narratological studies. In W. Somerset Maugham’s famous short story “Mr.
Know-All", the first-person narrator “I” demonstrates obvious unreliability in his narration, which
endows the story with remarkable dramatic effects. Employing a rhetorical approach, this paper
aims to investigate the unreliable narration in this short story along the axes of “facts/events”,
“knowledge/perception”, and “values/judgments”, and furthermore reveals the role of such unrelia-
ble narration in enhancing rhetorical effects, shaping character images, and interpreting the the-
matic significance of the work.
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1. 51§

CHFEAE) B 2/ MK B (W, S. Maugham) [ — 5 S Z 5 R/, SIS Fh B/
VORI P, Py “3R7 MER RN MR IH 5 L B H AR, fEfT L, “3R7 XPRFRFEE—AS B IE
IR 2 5T « ik (Max Kelada) fe £ 0 ERGE . ERURE “I” IR, MHOsR— P aREmA, 5
GRS 22 R ATDIE, FRIRAEED T, ik 7 BERAG . FRksed 08 T52ks, B
FIANKR, FERZIRINBIREAR . G ZEEL, XS NS, AR L. #ekld “3” dacsS
FENAPHLR S AESAE A TR ASOAN, DNRKIRGRE “R” 8T RESERRE, R KRk
FAEBONYLR AT EENE . IXMRGR AN TT SEVE 2 12 N O R O RCFAFAE, (B A5 3 ROt S A

CIESCHBIME B, ATTEERUR R AN EERBIIM T, R, AR R D EEK
WEFCIR AR, AT SER b, AFTERRGR R — AN TR 7 ([(1]: p. LIDHFHAS, ARTEERGRXT
“CRIEFREO AT RBRAEARAGHIER " ((2]:p. 142). RECHZEEX OrdH@kA) hm
AR OIEAT 10T, (BGRB8 AN TSR BUA I A BRI 255 B Rs 2R | SEHEAT 73 H . AR
Koz B THERT FE A R /N T SRl 5e42) AN T SRR HEAT 70T, JFE s s NI R
I e R SOM SR A T RO A5 77 T B = A R

2. AATREMRRIEFEMRTE

F & « i (Wayne C. Booth)/EHEAE (/NIEEEE) (196 1) B IRFEH “AAIFERIR” X —MEE.
BN, A UBURE G S RAT RS E e PRS2 e 20 PR — 20, BURE A 2] 58
f, A, AURE B EARTTEER ([3]: pp. 158-159). X AR —SE AR HILE S — ARAUR . 8
WAL, TEEE S AMRBOR M SCARE R, g oM R i AR — T A B B IARBEN, AL
RFEEH AR TAE; AN, fEE— AMBURRISCAS, MEFEN RIS EROA “IR”7 WFHAER/N
YLD, HARAA AT Re s BRI, R AUR 75 8 A5 B BRI A 2
HPHAK, AT BRE T AR PRI ERERUR, —Fi R E s, 55— SAME AW (2] p.
134). {E A BRI, Aa- 948 (James Phelan) & & [ A BB REPET 5T 715 “AOREAN AT EERUR A
PHR SR B R S/l A1 SO E /W )RR R T = RS ER = KA N 1 < a8
By, HIRE IR = KA 4 T 7SO SERUR 28R Fo /SRR B “ERaRaE” A A7 4oE”
I E/PIW A 0 RPN R CORTE W s AR B AR R AR .
([2]: pp. 134-135) AR F B AC B TF R 7 7570, AT B /NI (TSRS AE) 7E s/ 3 /Fah. A
WVRGAh . ARl B AN T SERUAR IO 2RI .

3. (REEFXLE) FRATERRIH
TN CTFHBSEE) B S AFRRUAR “IR” RECH RN, BEDN IR E” . 5
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SRR T 5 F ol « IRk e b SRR, IS LA AR T B TR . RO B 5
Tz, HRUAHER IR LGRS, LT - LR, “ANFTEEM EERIZRURH I FIR A IR,
M SN T B LA E AR R A M ((4]:p. 181). BbAh, fEF A RESH BHCR A T AR X —
SRS RIG IR it (R SCANVEAT T o A SCRE SRS/ 3l RS A B0/ i o A PT S AU HEAT 73
1, HHERAAEERUA X — TEE BRI NI R . R SRR RCR K e 3 e )07 T A e

3.1. BESU/EAH FREIRATDHRE

AR E X S Z T E T B2 3 BN F S A R AR IR IE (O 7R ) . TEAN B, AUk IR
5ETHT « MRS A FE—ANE I, Bt SHEEH, AMRARREE FL MR iE, JEREER
=J70H: BB, “FIMEREERE R R REFREIN (51:p.98), “K” SEANAFRERAELT
[ — MG, Rk, 25— AFRBURE “I” VAR = NFRA AR AL Rk Je 4R AT A 07 001
AERIRIE, W N O 2 T i B B TR JREE, R RN R —ANREAY), T
EMFEREANL, 7 RARMFENS5E. S0E, Bk, £FURMERES, “3R” 228 S0M R
i, B L R BRI R IR IME

B, CORENYIRIRRR VG ™ B R, XN SRR DR, B AR T DU AR A
AT AR, T RUR H RS, AN 5 P 0 5 58 9 T S Rl o DRItk T ARR R < 55— ARt ([6]:
p. 148). AUAF “” 2 —MWiEAE, W R WMAEEBINMROE AN — €M RIRE. B, &
SHMAIAT Sy M DABRAR, bt B — SR, IR RISE EROOh T AR A PR . IXFER B E AN REAS I
RELE IRREE, N ST ARFIE 17 SR, FIRS AN 58 B — Rl e 5K 7).

=, R BARERTROIAH B SR, FRSMAMEARIR A, AEELRNE. ‘3R
RBEVFRH A LR RGBT LRI . SEBR b, FRXSATRLE e A 1) 7 R ki —ff, TR B 22
f g — AT H, FRATROA AR S AT 28 A, YORFMEREA R, Fomir i, DB,
U2 KBRS “B” WHDERIIZARE 8, W “EAZMMFIESE” (7] p. 2818k “FxHlHi
IR A S — R ([7]:p.280) FHUERIIL, “IR” FHAE R SR RLA A ML, AR AR EE T A1
fhzZ ko LA, Xt TREHEE G R T . Bk, RUAHE 37 1R AT BE LKA OGS ST A R I BA
T HIARIE o

3.2. HIR/ERANGE b BYSEIR(R 74 R

AR K F AR RS 1 O BRIAR T B 2t Rl 6 S AR AR S BN Fe i . MBSk, AL
BE R AEARU DN RAFRE ARG, IR WA, S, SR A TR
NERIVEA B, AUk, “RR7 B “ERARNREN - MRoAZ AT, REME Fics
HER S IRAR 7o 7 ([7]: p. 279)FMr Bk 42 706, E W EMARTT N, I HEBUBRIATEER, Foxt
L K8 ACHEAR AR R S A AR AL B AR, UiiE: TR AR SR SRR — RUFE&. 7 ([7]: p. 280)

AURFE “I” AERUR H ORI EERSZI, AR A E B0 FWE L R, B RO At N AT i A
F, AN BT RRRE . LR, IR B FIR AR BREG, O b LOROHER . SRR B R I
FIWr EAGEERNE, B E, BRAAATEMIERE . N R HEERT, S U2 R N
NVIREARE, 10 H 22 s s B RS MR B R 2L . ZFLET “” MEIHR
MR A BEG R, I, B B R B S

3.3. HriE/F| Wik _EBYSEIR (R FE 5 F B
BB A B R BB & BB TSI A A 2 3 BUH AR (10 1R 8 k8 3R P s T S AP
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BRI I SR, AHMERIN, BURE FERHRLIE Se A2 K 2 AR BIPE TR 25 R B T B iR BiAS
Fapaniopall T

BURFE IR EFBLEFRIER, X —BORT A S BRI AR E R BIPE ALG B . AR
NEEFERFAE,  “I7 MBS 3 TIRG], IREESERIT W HAA IR, B EBURH — R hr
RS TTAARTE . AT, AURE IR VPR X AR AR AN, X R R AR 5 R T AR
BT Ly, X2 — R BRI B (BB E RN TEN AT . B, /N, FRATIR LRI 22 FEROKET, X i i
RIS T AR

ZRRKTSWHINTE, REFAER, FHBASLKR. MERFERS, ROGRELEZREA G, 1224
#odrty, RRESRS, FEMLEE R BHH—IR, ARG RE G TRR P Fo X —Ef MY
b, AR — B R E— R, ([7]: pp. 283-284)

BURFE “FR” Xf 22 FEARK HIX L AN AR AR B st (B A M 5E, R AUR 3 F I I8 $E 78 7 B E 4
KU ZZFERRI “RiF KT, AEBRE” o tsh, — DN od A 7 2 b 07 A F 1728 10
IR, TAGAE “3” HUl: “RREFM—R, SRR )3 E FARZFER”  X—5
PR ELH T R N R R i I R T ARZE

PR E IR AERRR RO S A R MR S AT R, WHHT T A ERE AN E SRR i, “3R”
PRI R IR [ AEBCARRRIN , Mok S AR AE 55 O AR T A 1% 5, VR R 1 AR AE Rz RN
B TEIEA S N F R R, DUk R IR MR A I PROB 2 A . SR, S Tk i
BEAT. SRTBIN ARSAEAR . ARSI A e, RE—2WE, REMR5E: “fhxh—vl.
KoM R, ML RAMERE), JKiagha 2 AR MR, #PE LL S & R R BRFE R Al R Y,
HORSRAAL, ek b2 7 ([7]: pp. 282-283) 2, “I”7 X H CHI W FEZ AT
THIEFER VRS, ZESHTHR RS, S RS . SR, AR “3R7 Xk e A B IR VR I AR
W, IR B EWAR R, R MATENRUAE, @M, IR EUE AT R TR
FR) T

A, “IR7 RRTRLA S AR B SN FERVEHA, MR R TT N, Rt O AR B R R RO 2 A
Ml 2 2R FE IR IR AR R T DA B S S Ok, MRS BERIAE “IR T B R A A AVE R
R¥FFS~T o HARAERET, EANRFH—NAY, “&” HB S PEREEAEE WL, “3&R”
DMERSEE AN AR, BOER, WO “HRITN mEHEF RS, <R EFM Ak Je B
HE R WA IR B . 3R PR AR R IO TE A ST I A E W S B “IR7 AR E /A Ak b B

TR
4. AURERREFROEFIR—RIN

VB — TGRS, ANFEERUA AT 20 TR & SCR MR, I8 REI 98 SCA IR 5K A0 51 3 (R
B WEATERE, MENRGGCURIL, T M EARS LI G, JFH, B30 LR K
i BB I WTAE AR 2 AR SR e SR ANRIUR, AT SCA ™ 25 SN A B 28R

FE/NE A, SIS RTRLIE Fe B PR R, SEAG L — oAb o /N — IR At )« 5 BB R 7ol
FIEZ B, B LR CRMER I R T 7 ([7]:p. 279). RANEBE T CEHEEEM, FFRE “R” FE
Tl “CRNDEE” BRRRIL. AR, BURE B BN ZEIACK “FiF KT, AEBE” (7]:p.
283). SR, A MG TR, 151 I o FE—IRIZ MR AR B i, AEER — 7 36 [ H Ash P i 4b
AH A LS ORI BRIUGE I UG AT S iy, 23EA U A CE TR R AR A S, X
E+/\3ET0. MATHLESEAE NN BRI N FL s TokE, IME T miE =%, MDA ERREC
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BRI

REZERHEN, HORHABES A AR Mk ed e S 238 100 3£, 2R, ATk fed e
HE RSN )5, HIE%ET

\

ATHERXAAER DL ERET, BRFEL, RILFTRARFEH, R2HE AT RSG5,

CEAHET, T L, BAMBRRFALT, BRERY, AART A, TERARERRAR T, ZEFR
B, RAELKRATARERLELEG T E. 7 (7]: p. 287)

M, BIRLR S RN T Y3 22 FR AR AR T A S B ) . 223856 4E 40 B S ZE 1 BUSHE
K4, MHCEAERARTAE. RS, AR, W2 BRI ' m ke, B EATE, KM
FEEFENRNMITE NPT . BRth, ATk Je 2808 T BRI =2 ZE KRBT, 76 REET A T HIB A Z AN
WKL, AT AR . AR R e R T AR il R AR T, IR MRS FE R R I R AR T R .
FHUE AL, TRk SE A4 IR AERUA 3 e W) Il N ISR AN S5 R, T2 tOhas B | H a4,
WA AMAER. FR, 2RAWIFE “AEBE” , MAAEMFACERE 2. XFE Er
B, O T — R RORRCR, M s R, B PR EAL Ak, XM T EERUR AT R
SOREE | BORE AT AR RLR A 2= 48 R NBITE R, A5/ 305 B 3R RIPEAI 5K 77

[, AEAFREAR, IXFATTEE FIRUR SIS AR T N 1 B 2 Ao AR B . /N BIE T — iz
Ja s P SET AE S PRFIE s KSR LA RRRE DA AR IR SE . A N T — R SRR, AEA
TR BIAMERRIZE RS RETLE . SURKIA T REMER R T AERIRZAE, BOR R IT10HR S T
FHAE. FWEHRAERAE (HREANEL) REE: “HIBNERTHAEZ AT E, RARIER
RSB 2/ ME, "M aEE 2D B, BeE, WMEEARR B AR S8, 7 ([8]: pp. 56-57)id it
KA EEROA X — A H0E, (EFHIHsil IS A EZ ERAIG .

T AN O] S BUAR 7 SR (1) ORI F TR AN B 8. 15258/, 23 R 2 Al Rk Sl AR 8
AR 52 b, flIFIEROAE “3R” Friid IRRES BT IR . “AlFAds . BEAN. @ik, SR TBIA. W2
W, XTSRS AR TR, AR E PR RHAEF IR, 7 ([9]:p.36) EA—REINEAN, BUA
F IR LT R — R R, YRR B B DUARE, RURSE SR LA — RS IR E B R R
TN, SRROR SR H AN N ERR A PEA . 12, SRR HFREURNE, B2, E
W R R, VR AR S AT I — Pl R R () S 2, AP X s /il — ol “BR « R0 (4 e
(A3 HUAE IR A BRI RO L RS . SR R I 2 3R RIS B] THEH, Zhi—H
Z B HEB AT RLR S A I AE AR B T AU AT o XA R G — 2D 7 /N RO . B IX
FEMERAL R, TEEAGETT 1“7 EAEEN, RN Wi hiE st 7 a7 A E ANE EARGH e
F AN S

5. 4518

ChFt) REBMER /DT REE, BREED, HEABRENRE . FERA AT
SEMIBUR M A e T R R, — B = I BURE “I” RSB A A AT SERRIE . A
B AW FIF SR T AN AT SERUA A AR, I3 T — R SO RCR 3K — T3t A A T8 e A TER)
SOREAAPEEE, BT A R UL, A T ANE B RRREAAT R A0 X
SRS, ANTRED R TS, B2, BT EERIRX —BURKNE, (FEBHHIEA CXP AR
2 A AR A0 22 SCREA T W BB H SR i, JEBL 1 ks O RS AR
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