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Abstract

In the 19th century, when the wave of the Industrial Revolution swept across Europe, the tension
between technology and humanity gradually became the focus of literary writing. E. T. A. Hoffman’s
short story “Die Automate” embeds the contradiction between the fanaticism and anxiety of people
in the industrial age into the texture of the text through its unique narrative experiment, becoming
a prism reflecting social psychology. This article takes the mysterious mechanical puppet “Turk” in

XESIF: %, HEN, UEKETAERE (AN MEIRBE SN, A 25, 2025, 13(6): 849-
858. DOI: 10.12677/wls.2025.136120


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/wls
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2025.136120
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2025.136120
https://www.hanspub.org/

&

£ 4

Pax
s

the novel as the entry point and, based on the framework of Postmodern Narrative Theory, reveals
how the text reflects the impact of technological worship on the boundaries of human nature. From
the automatic machines of the 19th century to contemporary artificial intelligence, Hoffman’s literary
predictions transcend time and space, warning of the erosion of true emotions by technological pro-
gress and providing a historical anchor point for reflecting on the ethical dilemma of human-ma-
chine symbiosis.
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