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Abstract

This paper employs Fredric Jameson’s theory of “postmodern temporal stagnation” to analyze how
Graham Swift’'s Waterland portrays the temporal predicament of a “perpetual present”. Through an
examination of the novel’s three key dimensions—nonlinear narrative, character destinies, and geo-
graphical space—the study reveals that the history teacher Tom Crick’s storytelling deconstructs
linear history, only to trap him in a spatialized cycle of narration; his wife Mary, due to traumatic
experiences, undergoes “de-futurization”, leaving her life stranded in the present; while the Fens
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landscape and the character Dick together symbolize a prehistorical, eternally cyclical temporal or-
der. The conclusion posits that the novel serves not only as a literary exemplar of postmodern tem-
poral crisis but also as a profound diagnosis of the spiritual dilemma in post-imperial Britain.
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