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Abstract

André Gide’s “The Narrow Way”, as one of his “Moral Trilogy”, has long been discussed within the
framework of the opposition between faith and love. This paper argues that such an interpretation
fails to touch upon the deep texture of the tragedy. The core tension of the novel does not stem from
the suppression of external norms, but rather from the unbridgeable cognitive worlds and the
doomed-to-fail communication structure between Jérome and Alissa. Both Jérome and Alissa hold
fundamentally different cognitive schemas regarding the essence of “love”: the former views love
as a mundane path for individuals to achieve happiness together, while the latter sees it as a self-
sacrifice necessary to pass the sacred test. This fundamental divergence leads their interactions into
a vicious cycle of systematic misinterpretation, turning the high-density letters and conversations
into “parallel monologues” directed towards their preconceived inner destinations. Alissa’s private
diary, as the hidden carrier of her true emotions, constitutes the ultimate irony and textual evidence
of the failure of this grand communication. Ultimately, this paper argues that Jérome and Alissa are
prisoners of their own love concepts; what they are infatuated with is the illusion of the other pro-
jected through their own ideals, rather than the real other. This fracture and isolation rooted within
the communication structure jointly weave the web that inevitably leads to the disintegration of
their love relationship, thereby revealing the modern allegory of the universal predicament of hu-
man understanding that transcends the specific historical context in the tragedy of “The Narrow
Way”.
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