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Abstract

Max Weber posited that the unfolding of modernity constitutes an ongoing process of “disenchant-
ment”. Under the lens of modern rational spirit and humanism, Cheng Ying—a figure in the classic
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traditional Chinese opera The Orphan of Zhao—has been repeatedly reimagined to embody new con-
notations aligned with the contemporary era. From the righteous martyr who sacrificed himself for
“personal righteousness” in Records of the Grand Historian (Shiji), to the tragic hero torn between
“national justice” and “father-son bond” in Yuan-dynasty zaju (a traditional Chinese dramatic form),
and further to the indecisive “ordinary individual” in Chen Kaige’s film adaptation, the sacred aura
of “loyalty and righteousness” enshrouding Cheng Ying has undergone continuous “disenchantment”,
shifting toward a portrayal of complex human nature. This study reveals that while such “disen-
chantment” reintegrates the character into the realm of ordinary humanity, it entails the risk of erod-
ing the original figure’s inherent sense of sublimity. In response, certain contemporary adapta-
tions—such as musical theater renditions—have endeavored to pursue a cautious “reenchantment”
grounded in the foundation of human nature. The transformative evolution of this classic character
not only vividly exemplifies the dialogue between traditional cultural symbols and modern con-
sciousness, but also serves as a paradigmatic case for advancing the creative transformation and
innovative development of China’s excellent traditional culture.
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o RERBFEWMOHE, HAE—TF, RZHA. FREBUBRRIIL, FXEHEAH5EARE, RHUEERAEIN
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ITERAE “ )\ BHG B IHRRE, (HILR OO I8 4R BN RE -
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AREANTEE SN PR — A AR Fem 1T T x AN A7 o Bk R GIE MRS, AMUNGE
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EERBEN (6]
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EOCHR AR E Ao 7 SLARRI “ plzh WAk ik “ EsRME 7 [8]. thEEs RHE L2z, B2
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A1) e PAY 3 AP PR 5 2 A O PR R 357 AT 35 TR0, R IR m Se L “ R I ELIE AR IR AL R 5

HORB B IR B 2, TR R TR XA B G XS T
JE[E RIVE SR SE M « SPIRTERIRIAS, b iRE] RN R IR T B fria e o £y, AP0X AR
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