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Abstract

Traditional literary criticism predominantly analyzes W. Somerset Maugham's short story The Kite
from an anthropocentric perspective, engaging in psychoanalysis or narrative ethics, while rarely
addressing the role of nonhuman factors. This paper aims to overcome this limitation by introduc-
ing the theoretical framework of Object-Oriented Narrative Study (Wuxing Xushi Yanjiu) by Profes-
sor Tang Weisheng, focusing on the Kkite as the core “Thing”. By viewing the kite as a “Vibrant Thing”,
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this paper analyzes how its experiential function shapes Herbert’'s core subject consciousness cen-
tered on thingness, and how its strategic function intervenes in his marriage by being used as a bar-
gaining chip for power. Furthermore, the paper explores the kite’s infinitely withdrawn nature as
an “Ontological Thing”, and how, upon its violent destruction, the Real Thingness manifests like
Heidegger’s “broken hammer”, becoming the focus of an irreconcilable conflict. Ultimately, Herbert
chooses imprisonment to completely break the intersubjective contract, achieving an absolute de-
fense of the object’s dignity, which signals the object’s status in the narrative as superseding anthro-
pocentric social rules. This study aims to re-evaluate the textual value of The Kite and provide a
concrete and in-depth case study for Thingness Criticism in English literature.
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oA TR — AN AT AT N A ZEER R )R, BEWs RIS LA AR e (FBA, 15)IXFREL“9” (4R
7 R sES, BE T AN EHEANTOME R RFIHE AN . BAAERUA IR 58 AR BURME R
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W “Wpz Jia" FEMARBU R IE KEE 2ft S AR 3R ), XA 2 500 s 1 Rk e R
NHDME R R BTN FMERET “AEE” XD RS, B~ LUK « A BA(Bill Brown)fEH: thing theory
() sRiEn), 2 Y7 BN T T REDIRE, W CPPESSAE” BUER, BraelUk mARIEE . BMO%E
) EAR R PIFE B S K2 N PRk R, T2 B B iz O @, IOy — A DAY S
NIREH) EARBE [ FEA[5].

NS Dl fe e R HA AR AR AN P AU 4 A BRI AU TR, 3T
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XYt TR BL “ EE” 1“0 Ju” ATAT, o Sl ool i R (1 78 s o X
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3 A R WEREENES

“CRET AR A “ARERIY” (ontological thing), A FMILAEMANAI A LAk, LARAE 4 AR SRR
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“CIREE” I “TOPRBRIR” 2R TR N SETE W (real object) VA MR IR IR B A RN, “ K
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