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Abstract

In the 19th-century Transcendentalist thought, the view of nature held a central position, emphasiz-
ing the sacredness of nature and its spiritual enlightenment. Herman Melville’s epic novel “Moby-
Dick” is a literary masterpiece within this philosophical context. Through the grand narrative of
whaling, it delves deeply into the relationship between humans and nature, showcasing the author’s
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ecological consciousness that transcends his time. From an ecological criticism perspective, Captain
Ahab is depicted as a tragic figure who deviates from nature and is obsessed with revenge. His mad
pursuit of the white whale “Moby Dick” symbolizes the brutal challenge of anthropocentrism against
the laws of nature and its eventual downfall. In contrast, the narrator Ishmael and others embody a
certain degree of observation and coexistence. Through this sharp contrast, the novel profoundly
reveals the ecological crisis inherent in the unbridled expansionary desires of the early industrial
civilization. Melville’s view of nature holds a strong practical warning significance for the 21st cen-
tury. Ahab’s tragic fate serves as a parable, cautioning contemporary humans that in today’s in-
creasingly fragile ecological environment, we must abandon the habitual thinking of conquest and
plunder, and instead seek a path of harmonious coexistence with nature. Any unrestrained exploi-
tation will eventually invite nature’s retaliation, leading to devastating consequences. Thus, this
work becomes a mirror spanning eras, reflecting the eternal survival proposition of humanity.
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