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Abstract

Taking the spatial narrative theory as the core perspective, this paper focuses on The Loons, a short
story by Margaret Laurence, and analyzes the characteristics and transformation mechanisms of
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natural space, ethnic space and mainstream space through close textual reading. The study finds
that the changes of Diamond Lake symbolize the dissolution of the Métis Aboriginal people’s spiritual
homeland, the enclosed nature of Piquette’s cabin reflects the social alienation of ethnic minorities,
and the respectability of Vanessa’s home implies the cultural norms of mainstream society. The in-
teraction and changes of these three types of spaces not only shape the identity characteristics of
ethnic minorities, but also connect the living predicament of the Métis indigenous people. Combined
with Soja’s “Third Space” theory and Bachelard’s “house” theory, this paper breaks through the su-
perficial limitations of existing research, explores the internal logic between space and the living
predicament of ethnic minorities in depth, reveals the cultural tension carried by space in the in-
teraction of different groups, and provides a new path for the interpretation of similar literary
works.
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