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Abstract

William Faulkner’s short story A Rose for Emily not only depicts the decline of the aristocratic tradi-
tion in the American South but also profoundly reveals the existential dilemma of individuals be-
tween the gaze of others and the burden of free choice. This paper employs the existentialist philos-
ophy of French philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre as its theoretical framework. Through close reading of
the text, it analyzes how the external oppression of “the gaze of others” and the inherent freedom
and responsibilities of “being-for-itself” intertwine and ultimately lead to Emily’s tragedy. Hopefully,
this paper offers a novel interpretation of the classic text grounded in existentialist philosophy.
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