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Abstract

In The Beet Queen, the home is not merely a natural shelter but a social structure continually produced
through characters’ everyday spatial practices. Employing close textual reading and drawing on
Henri Lefebvre’s theory of spatial practice, this article examines the daily spatial practices of three
women—Adelaide, Sita, and Mary—within different domestic settings. It demonstrates how spatial
practices oriented toward self-enclosure obstruct the reproduction of social relations, whereas
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spatial practices oriented toward openness and labor facilitate the reconstruction of family and
community. The meaning of the home, therefore, does not depend on whether it is designated as
“home”, but on how space is practiced within it.
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