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Abstract

From the perspective of Yi-Fu Tuan’s humanistic geography, the article conducts an in-depth explo-
ration of topophilia in American local color literature. Focusing on Sarah Orne Jewett’s “A White
Heron”, it analyzes the evolution of the protagonist’s relationship with place and the formation of
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topophilia. The study reveals that the topophilia depicted in the novel germinates in the “environ-
ment-perception” stage, develops in the “life-attitude” stage, and sublimates in the “landscape-val-
ues” stage, which demonstrates that the formation of such affective bond is not only related to the
material environment of a place but is also intimately connected to the individual’s physiological
and psychological states, reflecting a harmonious, multi-dimensional interaction between the ma-
terial, spiritual, and natural realms. It aims to prove that Jewett’s local color writing not only ex-
presses the significance of harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature but also conveys
the profound connotation of interdependence between people and place. This approach provides a
new perspective for understanding American local color literature and enriches the application and
practice of humanistic geography theory within literary studies.
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