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Abstract

The Swimmer is a short story written by the American writer John Cheever. Cheever depicts the vil-
lage, Lancaster, in this short story, and imagines it as an urban space with his unique writing skills.
According to Lefebvre’s space theory, space should be material, spiritual and social. Therefore, the
city depicted in The Swimmer not only captures the mid-20th-century American cityscape, but also
reflects the spiritual and social space of people at that time. This paper will use the theory of spatial
criticism to explore how Cheever uses city to construct three dimensions of space in The Swimmer
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and how this affects the interpretation of the novel’s theme.
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