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Abstract

Viet Thanh Nguyen’s The Sympathizer is narrated in the first person as a confessional account of a
“man of two faces”, with the novel’s core structured as a series of written confessions produced un-
der surveillance. This narrative framework gives rise to a fragmented and repeatedly revised mode
of remembering. Drawing on theories of unreliable narration, this article examines the complex re-
lationship between memory and narration in the novel. It argues that the narrator’s unreliability
does not stem simply from moral failure or cognitive error, but is jointly produced by his divided
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value system and cultural identity, the disciplined form of confessional writing, and a highly enclosed
narrative time and space. Within this process, memory functions not only as the foundation of nar-
ration butis also continuously reshaped and regulated by the act of narration itself, ultimately form-
ing what may be described as “ruins of memory”. By distinguishing between estranging and bonding
unreliability, the article further demonstrates that The Sympathizer generates profound irony while
simultaneously eliciting readerly sympathy in a paradoxical manner, thereby positioning unreliable
narration as a crucial literary mechanism for reconfiguring memories of the War.
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1. 51§

2% [k 1E XK Prif 8 (Viet Thanh Nguyen, 1971~) 1) ([F)1E# ) (The Sympathizer, 2015) LA#E 5+ [ 52 75
st S — ARRPHR T —A “XUHA” . SUAHBEZ SR, 2N ehmEikma. i—
TR R SO, 55— 77 TH AR R S E A 4 . X P 5 AR M, (A LUK TR
FRPES, ONIESRAEREE R, HFRABN L EE S M Al DAL R g
X, BURFE X A HE AT RE WS AR A 4R AFEMEBINFIE, #Hr TR H5AW
HE G

NG R R DR TS 2016 SRS RISRAL, AR JOE SRR 155 SR A | R RFSR T IS . BRI
AR ZET TGRS, Gail. REEEMCZIEISEE. flin, F%EEE, CiZBEE’
BVERE RN, EANEIIZE BB BRIV, B4 E RS0 EM[L]. TR AT E
AR R SR S0, Rk TSN ZE T RIR. Flan, SIS, G AR
SIHT/AN B 23 () A ATRFAE[2] s DA FIBEATEES , H87m 55 1 ] £ Bh A 155 I POLAS SR B A 3 52 3]
SR, 2 FSHZ /AN R SIS A B (R B BN o B BF 7 s A I A RS A3 E S %2
TR /NI 5622 R[4 B STAKIL AR M o R AU (R RAE S5 R [5]. AN EE— AR “Aait =7
AU AT DAKA Bl — o v JEE SR 2 BN T SERGA ML, DL B AN T SEPEAE SCAR R IIE /. F= A A s,
¥ A AT BIRANIR T o

Hor b, (FEE) MBURMN—FFIHE 2HH I B A HRHE. RERURE AW T H A= H
LEIT EREr, (HHAURHIME R AT & BRI SN ERE. FEARENRE SREES
Z Al E ey, Ha i R TEE R ROAR R UL RIE ", WIHEHAUR A S35 . g, X IERAT]
SRR FMFRE « AWATR I, MR0A L RS 1R 1 ARG UG FIAT BhE, 2R EERUA R,
R, WRATIFERURE ([6], p. 148). FHAHINFAURFHIRIE, WA T35 A WA 7] 5L B8 b AE 3
M3, AT EEAURBG AL T3 R (7], p. 17). FEX—HBHKE T, (RS LA RNE.
AN R I AR AT A S FR IR A 2R, TR AE B AR B R R BB S A ANE 2. A
AT SERURTE /NS A R —Fh i1 [ B R T 3 AU 4515, B R 7 B 4 T A B L i R AR
Rk, A SOHs AR 38 AN T S A RIHL N T, RN FAS o] S R 11 52 I S W A SCAR R
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2. “WEN” FAEAARHEG

WZE e —FhAE B D)RE, (HAESCERCE R, BN — PR IR N A B IR S5 A0 (B 4 BB (10 B 30
([8], p- 32)o MATEMXTAIMGERAFIGIGHS, @SS EgEsEH L7, ARG IR
SRR AR . MR, T REA R BMERICZ, W] ReE I & S EZ A B R . B,
WAZFF RN IS AL, MR —MIEA A TiEF S EANETE. EX—m X |, idiZ580
FIR T AR G ZR: —J7 1, A ATEERACAZAA P RERUR AL OB S Al 5 —J7 1, AUk Xk
RESRIHEAZEAT IR A, B S LA 5

Brif B s X R — AN AT FE S — ARABUR &, HARARE R I L TR I, e TAuk
FARA B EIAL T3 B RN AVRES o (AT RINE, (EHEARNIREHE B SidizmATfEr, fat “3k
IR FG RS RE RE, RZIMRY [9]. X—H BB EBRITE T BARUAE BN g2
W Al —NH A, BREDERAL], p. 1), HAMZA ]Gk 52 B S0y ph o s2m, 2P B R
() “PRIEA” FRE. A2 IR RIOARRE « BT IR BE 2%, T2 AR R SR AN 237 e ) R R v 4R
Ho RX— R SARTEHREEEEAET S, KIEAMUE—FE RS, BE—FIAIBIIES.

TESLI)Z T, RURF BT F2 r A, It LU ) 6B S R R R R AR o A AT,
fAFFAN IR FE AL B R SR AR BE 4R, (ES IR 51T 8 B 5¥G % Ko o7 i iR R i S Wit NG
Al SO 2RI 2 DU 2ok o AR SE . IR R E A RAERUR & I H H A 5 O B g 3 thHr st
MR, FHKIA T B RABIPRES 2T, H BRI 7 —MA 5 Bl M E Re R 21145 ([10], p. 235).
TEIXAMERE T, BURIFAER LI E, 1 —Fh R4k 1 5 stk .

TESCAGZETH, AURHE PRANRBRFIRE B3 . ABREAREE AR T HIDI 58, SORWIE DAV J7 15 EAIE B H
FE . AE B AN SR E A IFAA T, AR EAS B BB AL B8 B D SR IR i 1 7= o 1t B A
SERENE, ARG L TCIETE R R R e AN . SIEFEIRY, XFPARTORLG B0y, bk
EiEz#E, UEHEBANS. MEES S5 ZmeE s “E/EL” , SOERA 2RI EEE A
([10], p. 8). AT, XMCAERIFFAR K IEFRW N EOrNE, BTl “ B BR " 2R ZES L.

IEWCL Bt s, BURHE HIE—MARISLI AR M E44, MR —NHMES . LRSI
O 5 2 EIRRE MR E R LA . FEIXFERANSS M, e 12 BN 8 PR AN ] i S th 2 0% 1 RUA 2
W, TS, AU « e D NS, BONRNE = ANGERE, 4040 T AT EERGA 1S B
PRZEAI([11], p. 294).

T, EFSH b, BUREMIAAER RS AR HIRIE . BB FETIN, FURF NN R ZE A
FEFF KM ([10], p. 53) o X — FIWr I ARIR T B AN RE AT B, 1172 tH TR P 1E B N BBOR SKEmE XA
AT BB TR HE T, AURF RARABCE MR 5 R w234 TAulk. thah, BURE X B & A4 55 R [F
EIEATR M. MR TSR B B RS B, HIA RS T O EAR. WTRE S| R TE AR AL
7. B, ERURFTIH, BURE BRI EIRAE: R, JEEA84E B A KE i) 507 5052
o7 AR I AR R O Sk —— A AR . XU BRERUR R, 102 AR T RORAELE, MIRTE
AU I AR P E T HE S DUE B S e

HW, GG L, RUAE BRI RIBEAAAE N 2 « RUAHLIZET I, Ahihbid: BR 4ok T—FF, BRIESE
MU I —HE, At SR A3 WFRSEIE([10], p. 53). A F @45 L5, X — S A, SE R, dF
BURE )R GE, R T EZAEANTE. 5, SREKHNTRNXES 3. FL b, R TR
PITESCAR T R AR5, WS EEATAT B R 2 0] . RUAE H R H & KR SFEMK, ¥ “HH
A" X GG IN T b B b, TR RN L T A B
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B, EER L, BURHE BN R 2 TR . R 5 OMASEA NI, Alidlsfs
FIFAREAL DR, CAOR4 B B . X —AT R AR AR RO BV e, (HHARER 5 RANFEAY
APABREIL WEANDEIAERS N, T RURE TSR AR, AR AT T Ay, SN URORIRZ, R
RE PR EF )G, BRI HR AT, MEPIELE, BTe R TRZER “OtE il .
RS AMERURF 1) B FF P TSR 8 2 TUR, BN JE SO AT SERUAR T AL I R 2 N B8 5E 1
HEAi

3. BL “EERREYE” %l HIRUR SRR

RAURE B S XE B0 g AR 2, (EEED i R P A BGR I 2 3 — 20 G5 K J= T
SEAL T BRI AT ATSC ORI R, /N A UG N EASRUR IS, TS i A5 IF AR PR
BRSO, T —FERC M e IR AR E . Bk, RURE AR B2 %, MR
ZOR “RBIA. SIEF” RTIE T, X E ST R ERIESEH . WX WARE, DU P RUR R
SRS T RRFERATE A B, EIRZI AN T HACAZ A AL .

MABGRIRIRTE , DU R R E BRI A R S ARAE IS E LRt v, PlR4H
TR, Z9—F . SR, 3K — 5 AT T A I [ HE 2R A0 EAUA rh S B BRI S P . Bl s, A
AEFIBYIA ST “HE KIEV B R, EE RN EARER A ——8, ARABCHILS . M
BETCFRIT A, MR HE N T ZEANT R RO R —BONA . WK, Al B —MEE)
JAT([10], p. 362). Jok, fRIFHIHEARESZ TRMKENHS 5iavt. dTS55MBIREemg, Kk
ANFFIEPELNERS 24, B LB AL [l e USRS .

FEIX VBT, /N A B[] I A S B AR IT Y, 12 — AR s HL TP ST Ao B
6] RUAEAE B2 A S A RS 1AL KA RPN ZI B T F —RUR 2 . B0, SO E R 4
BRI, SRARAE N AR RN 24 THIEIZ([10], p. 10). SEFR b, 3K — i (A BRER 2 24 1% 5 fil A #0142 A 1o«
HE R, AN RS, TR S A AL Z RN MR, A TROR. [FFE, e
RS AEEI, At 22 RIE R A, JCHGR IR T RERICIZ . PE RS TR AR, fh e SR
SRITAURER MBS g, KT 51 SR IR BE 5 B 7 B AR Bk KR . ikl W, BURR R AEZEIFE A
IRAR, TS R B8 R AR AZ R P (AR B

FERGR AR, N ERIAZ L3I LT 58 s h IR N N s ——— [ B 7 . 2L
HNZEB5([10], p. 355). VB IR —LHERI LAXBURE M “Ufs” , SLhs &R — R s 9 i 2 [l
Ml B FBEE H SR RARIAEDT, ERURE KL T EMAI . HISCRIRICIZ AT felE.

SR 2 [ PR A0 R 2 P00 B ACAZ 7 A T . —J7 T, KIS 7 RAR L RS E
ke, HARERPARGE A FLK; T, PN G A 5 ) S R A ]
AR BB AE AR IR AL R B 26, X6 E CHOCE S« BURGEEE KR RTS8 . IEWBUR S
KA d BB H” o SR, XASEI AR A ERRERE, TORBUD R TR E
#, HHEBAREICS, MRMIERZ. Bk, BANEBAMUENEE SR RAE, ERiCiZ R EE
Bah. BUNERE SGEEH, B ABUE 5, MRGREZHNALH EWM, X E il
7B AN

R BRI IC I AR B ORI, B ZRHUE im0 BURE B A —ADNLP5E
LRI B A, AR AR, A SRS EARGRIT 0B LR, IR UL E I,
M2 IR ORIR AL ToFr BT s ZREL0R Y Lo AR BEERIIRI S B S IR AZ U ik,
TR A BRI LIRS IR S TRUE, TR MR R — Wit %, BUR#E Prfik
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() AE R Rl 21 1E B, T2 — R R A 45 IR ——2% . 25 (Nothing), W] DAERAAE N “ B R 4R 17,
WA AR “MTo. —7” SFFRRE. SRR, AR ([10],p.383). Rit, FUAHFEAT
[F] 25 7 4 1) 25, B Nothing is more precious than independence and freedom. 7E & i 5 ] AR I 25
CAZAFARIGRAF LI ThEE, TR AR, BH2KETRAURIMNE, wATERIIFE4E
— R IEAEEA ) ARiZ g o T, (R D I ATEERUR, FRAEAIRE T AR 1 W 2
M1 2 FH 52 R 25 15 ] B2 A 13 5 S [F) S R S M M 5 2R

4. RINSEITE: FAIERUARNEMR

WARLEXT (IRTEEE) HMRELRT TR, KA SRR 8T 8 Oy — MR A AE e 1L R v (AR B AN .
A UL X o <R A A TSR AN CRARUAREENE” o ERTE . BURE KRIE . R s T 5153
P R AR G S SE AR FHE b 2 TRV SO B 22, T KRR ¥ 5 15 Z IR ER RS s TIAEJ5 2 op, X i
ZHZE MR CR, BIATTEENE M ek 1 AR # 5ikE 2 18] I E R EEIE([11], p. 294). 1E ([
fH#E) , BuidBIE R E N I B X MR AT R, M — R R SR S RS R A A

FURIE A AT SRR 5, HOADEbRMEFE AN AL T, M0 AE T SO SRS O 5 B0 F P AN H T
ML R, fHikH BIRBEEROAE MM SR RE T B R & 1 (LA, HET 8 15 ) (R BE A

H, BURE NSRS, B — Rt BRI BURRI, 37 A
BOEE A NER A S E—HE . BE. R BRAERPIZ S ERE, WAL EHFRZ. R, b
BRCEAERE, SCAARWISIH R RSE: oAy, SuEsmERl, goallimAanaA, £23E)Ld
AHCEAR At . Al EZERIE IR, BER W T E R KT, A EE X B SRR SRS R I k. fE
R, S EHEIRE: BUAE PTIRRRN MM - SR AP R, I A RER B B SE AL T .
AR RE AR (R 153 [l ok dAAUA B ahfE 5 E H o thl, BURE W] m {5 R
HAR N — AT RPN R, B A AT S AR T — B 3 17 b 58 B ORI g

HR,  SRALRIHLE] AL RO R S B R R . BURE — M s R AR AT NI
EEE, K HAA IS W B T I EAT S SR, BUAGHT A AR R S AR AN AR
FEHES5HE (FE) NS WRIEL S, REAEHIEL, MIRALE T ZRE. XI5
BAEERNEEERE. JFH, RRHE, SUREME SRRy, wit—DHlss 7 Hairiry
LTS . BUAFE BB S R R E B Ry BUsS B8z, XSy s Mg e
AU R I RO B R A AL, S EIRBIBUAH fEIE I Lk, JFEg Al
[FIBUR# 1) A -

BEAh, RUAE X E SELK I EZ, WA R R AT S . SRREEE AR, BUREH
I A0 N L ARIE R A ATAR([12], p. 137). HAMINS, b MRS SR i, I 51 AR SR
RN BB TR IS B SHAT R E A, (R ST 28 R B A A . XA DUR BEREAS R AR,
SR T 8 SRAE Z MG PR B, AL BOAB L. Bt e

5 FR B NN, SRLRAS TSR R E AR AE R ARUA R R B R A SARIRIR, IS
FIREAEH AR, S A R A AT 5 (AT T U0RE ™ A4 A 5350,

NUTTRS, BUAERIEE . “BAEDENE, MR, 2NN, R E Sl RO “ Rk
MIZRPE” ([10], p. 1) XFZTIRE K B RIEEE, Lhr LRFCHIEE “HMEPER T AR -« M
BHER B HNEIEMIZACE T, R FE S8 BURTEE 51 51355 K H O RN 48 TR s 7 AL 2
HREL. IR RE S AN, BUREAEEE P R SE B SR, 5 78 M R e T 4
T 1, A CAER R LS. EEAEENE, IS AET EaE . JudERINEC
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ST, IRV . 9. SRR . EREIX R SO RIRA R, SRR RN DA
B HEENBIRUAF RIS, (A RN X ER A RS 10 S R R I A R .

ANUEER e R AR BB T XA . R R R A F LSRRI, BRI
SRR R 0 A AA([5), p. 30).  “BEIAIRAEM BB T SR REAL AR, Mgt T — 5
BORESRAE FTFT R, XA S, LR ([10], p. 335). 4R, AURHIOIE SETHE EEA
ATSEN, E MRS SC Bk E, RSN, — T, X RO AR E TR I T T SR I B R
R B—H, XRAREMRAREL —, RO HACTRRAIN L setk. X —dfd, R
TSR AUR AN LR NSRS, 5 T A I OIS . B IR PRI AUA R BT B AU %, R I 76 AR L 0038
GEAGI LI Pa A S e

A FLONARIUTE I “RIZ7 B IHAUR . AURY “SZ3” JAAT SO B, K8 8 8
(IR, 5, AURE R SECLEAMTIZ o, ST R A A, R AT
fHER . AAUEE EF, X MR A TIEEE K G, M FEAR S0 AR . SR, IF
TIX PR [, A RAZ B R 2 5 Rt . AU & IR R 2 RAE W [ T2 E
B, RO B R R R A R . L, R ATSEAUA R I A R A
SRR A G, 13 R A LI PR
5. 458

AT FERGE, (FEEE) MR DR RE S RN “iCiZ2E” o N RA O
SRS, BURFIGETEAME . UG SRBETUEZ RR B E AL E, HidiZ bk 23
M E S REBIEIRES. £ it X8O E-BENLET, L2 B B R A RO R
gy, TR AN G

ARIEBUE G BRI PSR A, RIE T AT FERUR I3 84005 T304 2 38 fE SR i Bon
kR, MRSHNR BUIEE UL BAE RIS VIR . 7252 IREBOER 2, i
28 VIR A6 ARZRIER DT SN B, B2 ER R0 RN BT, thifir 1Ak e BUA T 5 h o
BRI FE . AL b, SCmIE—B ot 17 (FEfEE) AT EERGR P A R EAR BN . — T
7, B RN TSRV L G AR S E AT i 22, AT 5 BUA & (R R B HEAER RS, TR RN 3
e, S B R A BT R NPES L 5 —m, RABAAFEE AR R AR T, 519
EE BRI R S R EE, NEA T FEZ b P A F . XM RS 3RO B AT RCR, i
HIETE N FARGE L, A IR IRLEA, MR — Ry A B 325K

MW TSRS, (FEE) AT SRR —Ft P s s B . MR R,
AATFERGRFIREH O T 23 A3 7025 B B, F14n G BRI A8 50 AN A D7 SE IR 64 [,
BLIRSS TA NGRS T Beis B 142 B e S A e v, BRSE T AR — M. Atk
BEHONFIE S BUAR N, RS LRt 7N EONE R T AR ORI . A
XD SR A R S L, TR ICAZ MR b, RIMATERR S AU SRR RS .
g, (FEEE) Prdir) iz 3g” , AMUBTRRE DN, g1 P e S0 R gL ml i, s
/NS B R 2 QS [T 7 S 1 B B SOAR

SE

[11 ks, (FEEEY Rtz e s o Em]. SMESCETFA, 2022, 44(3): 89-99.
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