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Abstract

The “Three Words and Two Pats” vividly depicts the living conditions and daily life of the common
people in the mid-to-late Ming Dynasty, clearly revealing the overall lifestyle and the rich inner
world of the urban class. As evidenced by the “Three Words and Two Pats”, against the backdrop of
rapid socio-economic development and the widespread dissemination of Enlightenment ideas, the
urban middle class rose rapidly. Their aspirations for wealth and pursuit of equality had already
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begun to take root, exerting a certain impact on mainstream Confucian thought. The urban middle
class sought to establish its own social value system, strived to secure a mainstream position in so-
ciety, and constantly sought opportunities for upward social mobility. From a narrative perspective,
grounded in the texts, this study identifies four major narrative types and processes of social mo-
bility within the “Three Words and Two Pats”: entering the civil service, amassing wealth through
commerce, marrying into a wealthy merchant family, and achieving sudden success. It further ex-
plores the rich narrative implications and aesthetic values inherent in these narratives.
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