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Abstract
Zora Neale Hurston was one of the prominent African American female writers during the Harlem
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Renaissance in the United States. Her masterpiece, Their Eyes Were Watching God, is regarded as a
classic of African American women'’s literature. Their Eyes Were Watching God unfolds through
Janie’s first-person narration, exploring the complex oppression faced by black women under pa-
triarchy as depicted through her three marriages. This paper analyzes Janie’s resistance against her
marginalized identity from the perspective of Professor Shen Dan’s dual narrative processes. This
study explores how, beneath the overt oppression of superficial marital narratives, Janie’s awaken-
ing self-awareness and covert resistance interact through a dual-process dynamic. It thereby re-
veals the unique path through which black women reconstruct their subjectivity amidst multiple
oppressions. This study reveals that Janie’s resistance of marginalized identity unfolds within the
dynamic tension between the oppression of the explicit process and the persistent resistance of the
implicit process. Ultimately, by telling Phoeby her own story, she completes the ultimate transfor-
mation from a subject of narration to a subject who wields narrative authority.
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