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Abstract

The spectral imagery in Wuthering Heights has predominantly been examined within the Gothic lit-
erary tradition in existing scholarship. Drawing on trauma theory, this paper examines the intrinsic
connection between spectral writing and traumatic memory through three analytical dimensions:
the manifestation, persistence, and transmission of trauma. The study demonstrates that the appa-
rition of Catherine’s ghost embodies the temporal structure of traumatic “belated return”; that
Heathcliff's disavowal of loss and psychic encryptment constitute the underlying mechanism of spec-
tral persistence; and that the fragile reconciliation achieved by the second generation reveals the
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complexity of intergenerational trauma transmission. The persistent haunting at the novel’s conclu-
sion suggests that trauma does not disappear with narrative closure but endures in spectral form.
This study aims to illuminate the deep affinity between Gothic narrative and trauma discourse, thereby
offering a new interpretive approach to the study of Victorian fiction.
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