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Abstract

From “Go out into the World” to “In the World”, the “world” has always been the central theme of Xu
Zechen’s fiction. In “The Border”, Xu Zechen employs a “limited subject perspective” that a middle
ground between internal and external focalization which using the first-person “I” as the narrative
boundary to construct a subject relationship characterized by bidirectional fluidity. “I” am not an
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omniscient narrator, in the interactions between “I” and the young man, the cognitive limitations of
the first-person perspective directly give rise to narrative gaps, character ambiguities, and emo-
tional voids within the text, presenting the complex experience of cross-cultural encounters in the
contemporary world through fragmentation and suspension. By establishing “subject action” as a
structural element of narrative, Xu Zechen explores themes such as individual identity and cultural
exchange in an era of mobility.
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