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Abstract

This paper examines the marginal character of Queequeg in Herman Melville’s classic novel Moby
Dick, focusing on his identity as the “Other” within a specific socio-cultural context and exploring
his transcendent significance. Framed within existentialist theory, the analysis delves into the con-
struction and deconstruction of the Other’s gaze. It investigates how Queequeg, through steadfast
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adherence to his own cultural values and an unflinching confrontation with mortality, subverts the
gaze of white civilization and reclaims his subjectivity. Special attention is given to the dual interpre-
tation of the coffin’s symbolism, uncovering how Queequeg achieves a fusion of cultures in the face of
death and ultimately attains spiritual symbiosis with Ishmael in the redemptive conclusion.
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