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Abstract

Han Qinhu Huaben, unearthed from the Dunhuang Library Cave, is a well-preserved literary huaben
of remarkable artistic value. A comparative reading of this text and handed-down historical records
documenting the life of General Han Qinhu of the Sui Dynasty reveals that the huaben manuscript is
the product of a thorough narrative reconstruction. Collation with extant transmitted texts that
likewise record the deeds of Sui general Han Qinhu reveals that this work is a huaben manuscript
shaped by narrative reconstruction, in which the ending of the protagonist Han Qinhu is particularly
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representative. Within this reconstruction, three narrative strategies—identity narrative, ritual
narrative, and dialogic narrative—jointly accomplish the literary construction of the heroic figure.
This artistic design not only embodies the popular orientation of huaben literature but also reflects
the infiltration of contemporary imagination into this genre. An exploration of such narrative re-
construction helps grasp the unique narrative and cultural characteristics of Dunhuang huaben lit-
erature.
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