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Abstract

Snow Country is the pinnacle work of Yasunari Kawabata, embodying his ultimate pursuit of the Japa-
nese traditional philosophy centered on “wabi-sabi”. Kawabata’s view of “wabi-sabi” was deeply in-
fluenced by his own solitary life and classical literature such as “The Tale of Genji”. The two highly
dynamic female characters, Juji and Yoko, depicted in Snow Country, can be regarded as vivid carriers
of the “wabi-sabi” ideology, concentrating on the aesthetic value and ideological depth of this work.
This article explores the deep connotations of the “wabi-sabi” ideology from three dimensions: the
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view of life, the sense of impermanence, and the tragic view of life and death. Through the two female
characters, this paper interprets the melancholic and poignant “wabi-sabi” beauty of this work.
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