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Abstract

Waiting for Godot, widely recognized as one of Samuel Beckett's most emblematic absurdist plays,
centers on the interminable waiting of Vladimir and Estragon, thereby laying bare the existential
predicament of human beings in the face of absurdity and nothingness. Previous studies have largely
concentrated on the absurdity of language or the characters’ existential dilemmas, with relatively
scant attention paid to the materiality and narrative functions of the stage props. Adopting a new
materialist perspective, this paper focuses on key objects: the boots, the hat, the tree, and the rope
to investigate how these items, through their own material agency, actively participate in shaping
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character actions, identity construction, and the experience of the absurd. The article contends that
these ostensibly “useless” objects not only serve as media for character interaction and as empirical
evidence of the absurd world but also profoundly engage in and propel the generation of the play’s
core themes. Ultimately, this study aims to uncover the deeper significance of the material world in
Waiting for Godot and to offer an alternative interpretive framework for the work.
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