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Abstract

The International Space Station in Orbital, as a quintessential heterotopia, possesses the dual na-
ture of a technological heterotopia and a locus of ethical dilemmas. Through the intersecting perspec-
tives of spatial narrative and ethics, this paper analyzes the ethical tensions within the novel’s spatial
narrative along three dimensions: isolation, discipline, and juxtaposition. Cyclical time dissolves the
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linear progressive narrative, leading to a numbing of ethical perception and the alienation of re-
sponsibility; the disciplinary power within the enclosed space replicates political divisions and ex-
poses technology’s instrumental transformation of the body and life; the narrative juxtaposition of
multiple spaces highlights moral indifference from an omniscient viewpoint, the fracturing of iden-
tity, and the gap between the ideal of a shared humanity and political realities. As a heterotopia, the
International Space Station is neither the root cause of nor the solution to these ethical dilemmas;
rather, it serves as a condensed mirror of the global ethical challenges of the technological age, offer-
ing a unique narrative perspective for reflecting on the contemporary human condition amid techno-
logical development, political maneuvering, and ecological crisis.
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