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Abstract

Literary imagery embodies the collective spiritual feelings, reading experiences, and aesthetic ex-
periences accumulated by authors and readers over time. As one of the most influential female writ-
ers in contemporary Korea, Han Jiang’s writing style lies in using imagery to guide the plot to expand
the metaphorical space. As a result, imagery has become an effective index for understanding Han
Jiang’s aesthetic tendencies, life scrutiny, and social cognition. In the work “The Vegetarian”, Han
Jiang establishes an intentional connection between the portrayal of imagery and the criticism of
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violence: Dreams serve as a symbiotic container for the past and future of women, hinting at the
awakening and struggle against existing violence; Plants act as carriers of the transformation be-
tween form and spirit, exploring ways to escape violence; Colors manifest latent personality, cogni-
tion, and emotions, supplementing the hardships and thoughts of being victimized and resisting vi-
olence. The three major images in “The Vegetarian” interweave and support each other, represent-
ing Han Jiang’s artistic philosophy of moving from facing and reflecting on violence to resisting it,
and also her inner reconstruction of life aesthetics.
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