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Abstract

This study aims to compare two typical motifs in classical Chinese and Western marriage and ro-
mance narratives—China’s “The Goddess Descends to Earth” and the West’'s “The Hero Rescues the
Beauty”. Both narratives hold significant positions in their respective literary traditions, reflecting
unique cultural concepts related to the relationship between heaven and humanity and gender or-
der. However, cross-cultural comparisons between the two remain insufficient in existing research.
Employing a comparative literature approach, combined with close reading and cultural interpre-
tation, this paper conducts a cross-cultural analysis of classical Chinese and Western narratives,
exploring their narrative patterns and gender encodings. The findings reveal that “The Goddess De-
scends to Earth” emphasizes the intervention of extraordinary women into the mortal world, facil-
itating the establishment of traditional family order, reflecting the Confucian and Daoist concepts
of harmony between heaven and humanity and ethical order. In contrast, “The Hero Rescues the
Beauty” highlights how men establish power and glory through adventure and rescue, with women
often serving as mediums for value affirmation. This comparison uncovers fundamental differences
in the understanding of heaven-human relationships and gender order between Chinese and West-
ern traditions, contributing not only to a deeper understanding of narrative differences but also
providing insights for contemporary cross-cultural studies on marriage and romance.
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