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Abstract

The concept of “Yijing” (artistic realm) in traditional Chinese poetics underwent a long process of
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development from its initial emergence to theoretical maturity. During the Mid-Tang period, the
use of “Jing” (“scene” or “realm”) as a critical concept in poetic discourse represented a significant
theoretical reflection on poetic creation. It emphasized the mind’s construction of objective images
and embodied, in an embryonic form, the aesthetic principle of the mutual generation of the real
and the unreal, thereby laying the foundation for the later maturation of the theory of “Yijing”. Wang
Guowei’s theory of “Jingjie” (“realm”) marked the first step in the modern transformation of the
traditional theory of “Yijing”, endowing it with new connotations derived from modern Western
philosophy, particularly the pursuit of truth and the revelation of essential reality. Both the Mid-
Tang theory of poetry centered on “Jing” and Wang Guowei'’s theory of “Jingjie” provide important
theoretical foundations for the modern aesthetic conception of “Yijing”. A comparative examination
of their differences not only clarifies their respective theoretical orientations but also offers a val-
uable point of reference for the modern reinterpretation of other concepts in traditional Chinese
poetics.
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