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Abstract

Set against the historical backdrop of Britain’s industrialization during the Victorian era, this article
focuses on the complex entanglement of industrialization and social transformation in George Eliot’s
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novels. As a driving force of economic modernization, industrialization profoundly disrupted the
rural community, a central concern in Eliot’s fiction. Through realist narration, Eliot closely exam-
ines the impact of industrialization on the social structure of rural communities and on traditional
moral systems, presenting a vivid literary account of Britain’s social transformation in the Victorian
period. Her novels offer a profound reflection on industrial modernity and, at the level of narrative,
participate in the reconstruction of British national identity in the course of modernization. This
article argues that Eliot’s novels not only portray the role of industrialization in promoting eco-
nomic transformation and social mobility, but also expose the deeper crises it generated by accel-
erating the disintegration of rural communities and destabilizing established systems of values.
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