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Abstract

“A Letter to Wu Zhi” is a representative epistolary work of Cao Pi and contains profound reflections
on the consciousness of life. Taking “A Letter to Wu Zhi” as the research object, this paper examines
the formation and manifestations of Cao Pi’s consciousness of life within the historical context of
social turmoil and frequent epidemics during the Jian’an period of the late Eastern Han dynasty.
Beginning with Cao Pi’'s remembrance and evaluation of his deceased friends, the paper explores
the sorrow and reflections he experienced in the face of the transience of life. Meanwhile, based on
the literary concept that “literary works constitute a great enterprise for governing the state and an
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immortal achievement”, the paper analyzes Cao Pi’s pursuit of spiritual immortality through liter-
ary creation. The consciousness of life embodied in “A Letter to Wu Zhi” reflects not only a profound
understanding of the brevity of human existence and the impermanence of worldly affairs, but also
a spiritual pursuit of transcending the limitations of life through literary creation and the establish-
ment of achievements. It demonstrates distinctive rational characteristics and significant literary
value.
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R A i BEIE TR R S ME, XA —AFEIERE X . WATAXRSEMEE, CE&MN
AN AR E AMERIRIL 7o BRI, AR CSCEARST, SERR B NIRRT NIAMEAE A e —
58 JE R EAR Rk T B TR AR R 1

B R AT, SREE, ERAT, SRS RIS EE UK TR AR CAME” BAK “AMA
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Wi E, M5 T RIS, EJIE B, B R AR A IRALF AR R S A SR ]
WS Sy, IR ATIMEER” AR A E MRS, HORR L. — “9T7 — “ab”, &
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