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Abstract

In The Library of Babel, Borges builds, out of a finite set of symbols and a fixed book format, a library
containing every possible text. Taking Derrida’s notion of “free play” as its theoretical anchor, this
essay distinguishes three different senses of “infinity” operating within the library: an inexhaust-
ible space, a mathematically finite set of possible symbol combinations, and a process of meaning

XESIM: £FR. LHORIRT: R CE R EPBEY R E Rk ). AR SCEE R, 2026, 14(5): 557-564.
DOI: 10.12677/wls.2026.145078


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/wls
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2026.145078
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2026.145078
https://www.hanspub.org/

g

Al

verification that can never be brought to closure. The library, this essay argues, is not a lawless void
of meaning: symbols, page length, and material form continually constrain the generation of texts,
while the various attempts to restore a center—searching, locating, randomly generating, and vio-
lently purging books—end up exposing the unverifiable nature of any ultimate meaning. The cycli-
cal repetition proposed at the story’s close offers an internal order, only to be immediately reopened
by the footnote that follows it, showing that this cycle does not replace the “Total Book” as a new
center but remains itself a position within the structure, still open to supplementation.
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1IERET5[6]. XEERIRIER T/NRIR R 15 S AFE S 2R RS, (HAR 75 X 72 A AR
IR HEHER T SRUER R AT E P =ML, Ul IR N 5 & SO 8] [F i sz, 4
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AT 53R I A B RE BFEZ TN AR RE T AT BT 7 5 52 2% B
BERGHTE. AT BTN+ 2AFRANR, SIS BRI, DU 5HE
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SURINSCF AT T HARF A, AAERF S MRS, BEAGZEENL, FHAF
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NEAKER, S AR, BREMAREER, BREMRAENEE: REACHEMCEEA
BRI, A, SEFTRBE TR RE M N N O] LLERAR IR T o JRTMT, AR E REVLE ORI WAL A G T ok
KZNH AR, UKIN— N AREE T B O, 823N SER ML L5 T 29
p.48). KHEAIET HBWEAAANZLE, MET EBSIEASAZ A Z af $AT AR T . B IE AT
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FARIR T AR S T AR f 57
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RORIAE, BEITABIINATGRMIAEAGER. 6. 58, W50 R w8 &
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Ay A AT AR T . ST, BRI N N g fr s BN TC iR e (o S AR R RV A B
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B S5, A H PR B B IR 5 R A7 SOAR I JE IR i IR 3 R SCHE I 25 A P

XFAL T AP RO 40t B0, kR B S IR . HRANASERAEM AR MBS IR, “F
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