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Abstract

In Herman Melville’s novel Moby-Dick, the material elements such as the whale oil, the white whale,
and the ocean transcend their traditional roles as mere background and tools. Throughout the nar-
ration, they continually manifest their material power, constructing a landscape of the existence of
things. Drawing upon Tang Weisheng’s theory of thing narrative from the three narrative functions
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of things—thing as signs, thing as actors, and thing as ontology, the whale oil, the white whale, and
the ocean in Moby-Dick play an irreplaceable narrative role in driving the narration forward, influ-
encing the fates of characters, and reflecting the novel’s central themes. They reveal human’s re-
lentless exploitation of nature during the development of 19th-century American laissez-faire cap-
italism, as well as the intellectual limitations of anthropocentrism. In his 19th-century novel Moby-
Dick, Melville provided detailed descriptions of things, demonstrating his keen interest in them.
From the theoretical perspective of thing narrative, his philosophy of things continues to offer sig-
nificant insights for contemporary economic development and for building harmonious relation-
ships between humans and things, as well as between humans and nature.
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1. 5|15

AR, 18 “IRACEL” M “EZNEFOFE L SRR T, BRSNS 7 <)
#%r]” (the Material Turn) (&%, BIEXF “ N7 BISQUERE RIXT “9)7 WIERT, SO0 TERI QIR SIsRH R Y%
T “YIRIE” (thing narrative), V2 AAAKWIAIFEAEMMNIZ T “PIREE" NIATIRBE 7 — ke
A, AETIRATEMCE “ANEPOEL” WEBLEERA, T 7 URIEZRIERS, F2EMmMSCFE
pn P BRI — R ANFFLE L BEINER . FAEEDEEHHIR S « ZRJEIRKET 1851 £
KR/ () (Moby-Dick) Wi T i Z B 7 (5Ll « v, &3R5 RMERHcE, MR e
19 AT, LA NS BIRR R IR

E AT () FIaE s R, MRHEDE . BUaRam . A3 LA TS 2 N A RN 3
RBETF 53 Mo 1B B FE I — R UG N AESHEPEIAL A O, R/ NS BAAFNE R RN E K. i
BRAEFUEIT R, (B8 MREE RN RAEREIR, SKEARRFAEMELN R, el
GAEILER[1]. SR, SEFFRH, HErx (EE) MAESHPE R M KRR A R ERFER, I
ST HSRY BRI LS, HIFEEZERNAETORIM, “AmAHEA T B SRR S 2],
I AL I IR TR B 1R W A B TR DA LA E A, AR e R BN S B
IR R EAMERORE (A8 KRR 722l e « L8 (Meredith Farmer)
FIFT244% « Jiti ¥ 1% (Jonathan Schroeder) H i 8 SCEE Ahab Unbound: Melville and the Materialist Turn 14w
TAFEFERE, Zouamthsri 7 Cae) A EY 5 EZ N NS TR0, @ 1
WEAE R BA 98K AR M B G5, 48 H LRG0 ELARRIAT D9 =2 4 L B 2 P o 30 055 e s R 5%
3], ZBRE TR R, ZEA (At YRR, E5E/K « 77 JE 7 (Michael Jonik)
HIZAE Herman Melville and the Politics of the Inhuman T8 22 /R4 /REHAER PR REH “IEN” BIMERS,
WM THRFENEEENSE, AhaE ShAaH RN ESR, RE TYRAER4]. HET BT,
AT () B i e AL THREE B B, XT3 “47 B MR A R . AT (ER) T
AR HBEATIR S, ot 7 BATE At A L, AT (At rmtaim.

21 2Dk, T M T “Hii 3 L7 (New Materialism) B3 . i 32 SCEEIH B, brEETE
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$ﬁi’; FH
D 10

D730V Wi R R Y. iy, Wi #E T 22 I AR HR <A BA(Bill Brown)
[ “ ¥t ” (thing theory) B8 5E | # 4 i E SCHIER IS FLAIAN “ Wyt v ” (R A S 7 1], LIS hr )B4 <P 2 (Graham
Harman) A0 1“1 'S A A48 7 (Object-Oriented Ontology) 3 4 I AR SLAEVE, A& <7 /R (Bruno
Latour)[1] “478h# WL ” (Actor-Network-Theory)5® i 4 (1) E A ME RGeS P . PH 7 SCEPER) “ P
)7 SRR E () SR P2 AR T BN . AR RS A T U7 S A B IS M BTN T AR
A, BRSO T H R E . IR AR AT NS B S R IR, SO A AL
HEH T RESE Y, E ROCTEIE AR SCAR R N A DI RE AR o AR E R (YRR 5T )
R AU A = A “AE NS FI¥(thing as signs)” « “4E AT 303 1% (thing as actors)” Fll
“NE AR I P)(thing as ontology)” [5].  “FF5 B Bl 4 At 2 LMY BUCAGEE AL, T “473h3&
B FCARARIP” B I “ W) E AR (thing-in-itself) ” (1)@, HERERREGIN “PIPERE " BYamE[5].
AR BEAR K T P A R B B, IR AEESE, RS T E “ DY
M ARG, AL TR AL T AR E I A T HE SRR TV

“W7 AE () TR EERMAL, KRS R A R R ) B Y S RS
MR T — KRG W AU I 2%, [t 2 R 4R R N R A B e T I O3 o S 3 s F A M )4
BRI, WITERSAORT S, P AR R AR IX =M AR DRt IRV (i) i
W BB DL R AR ()M AR A S Y S B R AEAE S R R, 2 A A i s A IR R AR o R A ) AR
ER, R MFIEM NS BRI ILA R “ 2 ANJsdn 3 07 AR,

2. il FEAENBFOXUFTFS

Oy AERCEPATRESON AT, BRSO PrsE . AR rIEEnE (6], (AR MRT 19 1
L RSEE, IEATSEE B BT T AU R AR I P S, R YR RAE AT R I T 5 [ 2 5
KR T EEAT LK BE T B th S g i AR st 7R SR IR L & FLRR G B, i 0 BRI A
FEPR Tt . AFNTEA T (AT R EE 3, Bl £E /N U o Famer 56 [ Bl B L B R
P& R

FERA T LG A FE I RE R, Sy s e 58 AR SCR R 502 . BRBARRISCT 5. “MA
AERNEANAR, THRES TR RBEARNEM S RAL, A S AERSE TR IRERH G oSS
WREIFT S 7 [7]. S B 2 Mg, THAL O EAE TR IR B AN MR I o B A S0 L g 52 5
RRRA BB E . 9 7 IRAGEH, T TR T L S AR A R R R e, DU
gt ) B AR, SR AL B SRR ST, 22 /RYERAE /N h AR St 2 B 8 B R SR B il “IX
HEE Y ARt — A 2D ik, KT i B3R SR R — 2 /AN . BT 1 SR A 2
FEAKEL, TR IR, S iR E e i Ik L AR, T ARHPR AR I BN B (it gk, (el
TR IR R KA 7 [8]. Bt JUT (3R B I T A1 K B PR 75 B SR AL T ot i, i i 22 14 S~
PARE I B AT TN R . 0 “REK TR B R, RKEREESER T “B¥” (8], Ek
X B SR 5 AR (4R R ¢ S DR At £ 22 T SRS il Rt A B KRB ARE 7 (9], IR Z145
P VAR SURET ARSIV MR . 577 5508 . il i e e B B AR SRR AR B0 RE IO 452, T 5
VR IR 1 B B R IO, NIRRT R AR ERAE R, BEA T (AR SR B R I ST 5 .

FERA L XAFFERINRR LT, BUhid 2 i 2 5 i 3T & AL SCrF 5. “ AR it
N T RO BT S, W IRR NREES AN B 37 (7] /N, Sm{E o AT &
FIRZORIR, IEAE /N RALS A R A 2 A, RO B 2 A R U BOFR R il ol o
A IH, REHALIRTTRDN B “PRIK” LA 72285 16 T, LA RTIRAER 1245 A IR 2 D 4K
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CH

M EEEE: “ba-tttazAaRBl, 287 — HWEARTR, GBI, HER—
— 7, D “BANERGRANMR T TRER/ AL 7, BAT A EXEULFH NI ” 8],
Bk —msl i (EL) AT E LSO S RO 70 BRI 0 5 T, HoRs 28 5 e M 2 A0 A
BB R AR T A SO RN ISR PLHBIE N ARER KM AR RAZ s & 22,
PRGN S 2 th e A i K32 2, S IR — 2 PR A, 2t DU B BRI aE, AEB R A
PAE R o T A ASEIS A S — 2R 1 R BE A LR, ANELAT I BOR  5Eh, HERK A O
Mo AR A5 H DASEHAZ CIRERF . T R g AT i A L SR A 7 — e, A &2
J8 HEL TIPS — NI (8] X AIMNBAG S s, S S ACE R dr, SERGERE R S
7T, 18 EE B R E AP EM T EANRKRSE. B, SO AR S B AR WY S RS T2
FIENERIAAFELZ, ML “P7 BAEAE SA D9, SRERTE S M R 2 R A th et 19 T 2056 [F 4t
SRR o gl 7E /NGRS O — RSOOSR A 5B fIXESL, RS
119 AL S [EVRZ (R 2 1) A 2 el

U7 AENSCATT S B ) R SRR T (1, AR 7 IR SO PO 7
MRERTS, RRBERNSE PR 97 5 LI RBESRIOANRLCE SEE. 98 9 PO s &
RIFAY LY BRI, B “PREEWR AT [6], X “P” 530 R s 1
BRATA T ATk, B BN SEEE.

3. BEREE - @R M “HFE7 WiTEhE

figg 01 (P S AE /N UL RSO T — MU AT SR RAES, T A SRS v U DU B B U R
NS H IS 551k, HAEN “D7 (34K (ageney) R 1 DASE 38 350 NS A4 (I S
o KT W7 BF4AM, e « FIEURM “ITaIE ML, HIEAER “U7 WRITHE, BN
NEYILFRIATEIMNLE[10]. 4] « T A HF(Jane Bennett) 38 ¥ BB 75 J(vibrant)Fl “¥I) J1&” (thing-
power) [11]. Ak, #RITEBRBLLE « 350 FIRE S A AR TER B T 3RA RS “AEF e e, %
WEEERE ST (5], MR AE i 32 R S R 36 5

KT RS « 2 v (55 7 5 ZEH S5 BORNE G AT IR ZJeR Lok R R TT, MR B S A1)
BFRAY, O RHEES AT ENK, ERvve Naisiaeshtt. DUt v /e amk
X AR O3 R I L B A SR A —TH, T HAR . T AR MR E AN R SR, W
9 Ji L HH R o 4] N 32 SCRIE R ARG o Aok DT 1 1 28 24 A IR PRI R, R i e T IROIE B H AR &2
MR BB UGS A Ao B SR AE IR AR 20444k, St i NS B IRIARI 23 T~ B AR 2 B “ A8
MEXT (1] 2RI, A E SR RIS ME S, ARG B S I EMATIER . R
W, RS —AT AN E RS Gl R ITIE R, BrA T g vE . “URME! BELG ol nAN R EERAR
WFo M2k, VREERIEHFLEF! 7 [8]. X—FIGME M N A T By Wis 24k, AEEMKE
e, ] R A LEFNT S@ 58 AL T RGBS, TE V8 YOG ane] b s 1) 32 W AR G 5 55 381 (9 i
8 b, ARZOEE A S, A AKEHEN R, HEI ARPNER, AHItEENER, i “Dl—F
FBORAR I, b TIREIR O  SRJE A i IS EA T BOR A ORNE Sk . W A
BRI R AR AL LA B R (8], I B B BT B AR R I & . BN “HBIE T,
HEEAT AT A Z NREELR, HATahiz 02 BRE ki, MR A EIEE . M Resh kiR T
H & VAR A2 4, (HE ReE AT AR B R . B 7 B AR AT, Bs B A
XN [ 2R A SRR ) o B A R B AR A W A TR B SR B, (RGN T S HMAEAN A
ACAR A 53 A, T e 257 G AN 3 O CE AN S o 2 b i AR RSE R . X PR A R R T, 4T
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BTN ERRSL, REH W7 RIS

B T AL, AR T IR BT S ALK BEE, T A B AT RIS B, ERXN X SR
BRI ABREEEL « e /DU R X AR B AR T, e SR NTHIRME, 2R EE ARRIEK
Ho WA AKE AT AR A0 S0l ML 3506 780 1 2R ARG, TR A 5 9 /F — DRSS )«
WIEE I “EAEEA R B T DR — )BTRS IR A O A K iy et e 7 (8], HAt i 5
W R 5 A U, 8 RS AR AR HER B B LE - e & B [8]. AN AFALKE, Al
B RO B AR, A 2 UAFE S TR, £ ELR 2 4h, A5 KRBTt 52K
o AEOR . BESRARE L R R A 1 B Y IEACERAE N R A I P B RN UK 1 AT RS, AT A
B e AREAE L AR BB DAT AL E SRR BT L, R A HY N A B AR B SR RAE AR B AR B 3R
SRR . SR, XA R AR S ST S RIS A, R ARk b 2 SRR AN
e RE R B AR A SRR S AR . /NP ) BB AR 28 IR AN TR, oA N RE IR PR (5
B, IREIAERRER RS, EENBEERK, KZERELHDHN” [8]. il ABULEA
ORI EVERIRE AN, XM AR A 2 N S R R B, TR T 3 S AR A1 B EAEH .
EAENRNEESCE AT H, EAERIT AR R —Fh “ TSGR 7emyLE Bk, < f
NAENERI LT VERR AN 8RNI, AT HAE IR NRAH B, A5 7E0 7 Rs R R kA
SEONIR i, BB R B8, 2 — Pt ik A S BRAR G s (A2 7E 77 2 BRI, s AN mT i “ 47
FEAF NSRBI SR B0 5 G AE B SRR 0 T AT AR AR AN, T A BE SN R U RO R AT S
%R, BT RS . Aty ARSI IATEERIIANISANRIHEZL” [12],
PRI S KI AT BRYE -

AR FUR RN S AR R R, (SR TR RS 5HTEE, SO T FURU ) # #
Ttk KT (A8 XN TMA, HAVAREIEIS, BA A LS. BRI R/ i
NEAT BRI G, BB AR (R 85058 04T 3 S g A B0 A~ “97 B s, gl AT 3 ie, T
MR RIERIAY, A A, BE TR A R SR A DLSEIE A AR R
MEEE LR E, EMEL R IR, MBEARESETER, WARERMRIZ . Bk, WA
PASCE M ERASRE AR, ABF RO g E R NREE AN A, T2 RYER L “ A g7
PENFRRE, W] T EEREEEE « 3 v A R A S AR 0ot B /NS b e ME R I — $ 1) s
PSR, B 7 B EE, EAIEARTEE AR S, WA SRR N B 5 T 3RS
HIKT. A AER PR S g fe, 5 ACRIEIMERIT AR, HA LLE BT &TH 7 A3
ZIR8 . R RYE RIS, BEATRE . EREGUE, MRS, UILAE
A JIR M A YE S, SRR (S]. Bk, EVRCEALA T, AEEEIE - b R IR AR T
fito WIERAAN Wy AR NATENE, WAMATVR MR, RS BRI “ATai& M [5]. £
FEHEELE « 50 538 RIS BN 5 X AT T, W5 NS EARR], Atigm, DI bt
NEHAE TR AR AGE 7S S0 B SUBRR I R IR S R %

PAEXS B (4R 2 B TR ROSG T AB R AVE I IRTHT I TSN PR R, Ay
(0 H EATENITR T I T AR AR R IAT SRR, LAE SIS S RGTASRIVIEAR . 1T 3h# A B8y
RS HIERRGE, ERPUT SRR RE D AR T, IR EEXNRE T AR b
1 3 0 AR AL

4. 8% BMZIMIBREE
FEZIRAE/R I, B T NS301, XA BRI R SO P s B N 2L fy o, AT
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St

CH

B A Ok NRSCAT 5 1 S fitd it 1 s sh R B33, I 2L BAE P UL “ P Bk Btk . i
PN —AEE R, DOLEBRRRE R SRR T — B R, 2B KBRS
ERA¥ NS /N

R « ATHIE) “Hie 7 fa i, PIE AR BAT SEAE M (reality), BN GRTE 5 ASCALIRAE, I
MSZITSSAER) “HPE” [13] Z2/RYERE N IBTRIRAMIE SR, LA SR EGERRIR A AT, HAEs:
LR N SR I (] RURE, RIS 38 R A5 (R38R 4 A A 52 1) 78 KA TV O I ] RUBE AN el o — I
WED G, WFERIAFE g, A “ RFFR MBI, B EEI T — BRSEER L [8]. %
IRYEIR R ALK, HAR KAL) 5 RIS, R T NRROR B WAL . Sehh,
RN T NRBAEME B RN NSRBI B S ER R, T SR IR 2
L 2 B S IAE . W RPRHRE RO IE I B iR SRS “PR G 7 . M SRR N SR i |
VORATHY “TR” , BUEZREEDNER KR, HRA M “CHEIE” o RSN AER T
WA T, oV SCERAERIA T il il s 2k M 208 25, PR iORR i re, eARBINRE “iily”
R E T R, AP ARAFRR Ay “HiE” e 8 SRR, HAAERMEAKET A
AR P B A, SR T T NSRS AE

NETEA VPN SEAENE, MR « w845 AR K2 TR IR 1 (withdrawn),  ASKREE
WESEETETR I5 RS [ 1410 NS B FEAE NS T NSRRI SEAE, a2 UL L A0 FaiR
M7 AFAE o« ZEIRUEIRAE /U A U 2 s P A TR AN AT I 5 e 30 e b, e rh iR 8 R 4 5 B AR T
AN TR GEERRRL . B “PRARTIRISER Ciigre” , 2 “ B ENEE, HhagdE rA
KEARK. WELRKRA” , MIXHFEEE, RS 7, #HA TE. e —ILAI
Ly, I g LS B e A 7 [8] WRAEAR AL TROBIRAS, EiMEIR, IRE M ST R AN
2, AR ATEA BRI AT R TE L RIME N SR REAE WL S B AE I JR SR SR AR, ek st I
HURARE . A EAH . “PBEERE T NSRBI A, JUPARE W [5]. it 3 EE = ffh R
WREEHE R A0 ML AE S AT TR R SO RN, SRR AU, JVAG 2 TCiA i S RE AR L s
BJa “CHRAERIRLE BB IEIE AR R F ok, HEEREmAHE RS (8], HFE(E N — AL
SEAER) “WIER” . HABGIEPAEEIE N FIRIRPEFT 8 1 A\ Sef% G AR A AE AR T A28
A Py i AR

TEPEVE N AR I — NSRS R 8, BHARI A — BRI ML, MRCT — B KA
FERS,  DAHSCAEPERTBEOR PR 7 tOK B AR S S SR, MR I SCFei g™ A AR IE . /N, 1
FEIFARIOZ AR 57, S AR Y. BN RR IR — DN E A S B AR RS R
Gi[15]. N A BREE HAREYIR AL 1A, ASRSESI I RAT SRR U, R HERSE E AR
R SirEfisFe e ER e, KFESI ARMBARES. Hh, BEEE RO,
FOMSE TR SEAENE, 152 BARBEAMSL T N RAF A, AR ARSI E PRI Thitd, Lo
W AR I NEABGR B AR, IR AR B4R, HB i i, P it 1 B 24T 12 e R R LA K
b Qg2 SRS | 7300 E 7 N 2500 P N o € B2 0N~ R 1 0] 1 DV B S i P (5P s NS S S Y3 B
SRERIARTT, LA RIS ) -

AR RN O IEE BOCERAE, RILHMSL T ARV “BAEFE” . REESA
TSR MA, RO PR o /TR R R A 2 AR AR R BB A LSS O AR, A
FEEVENRI “PIE” Wl K BRI AL . R K E . e IR 1 AR iyl A 95, R T
A NREF AT AR M R BT, e A AR B MR, W5 IR, s i B ESIF
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e
TR . 2R YERE TN AE BRI 28 5. 5 R e s K bt 3 UBAR G SS . SRR S R —
T, IR R A0 S A B,

5. &5iF

FE 19 VT A T LA THE KR, N ARG B FE BRI RS 5, ZR%EK
HIFE () A IR AR B S, RTINS 5, JiE I R N b 3 3
BB AR EARSE S . ERRYERINETN, Bl BEEETESE “9” AHEMENE . TR
BRI, MR EARIEMGESINE, MRS, AT M arIZ AR N SAT AN, IR FER
VIRIRUR I L, 2 BRI AR SR, OB AR 0 B AR LA BF e M EFEE . U 5 28 00 TR
ZIHEH, DU NS BARRER R MEESET . ZRGIRE () BN T 19 i, (EHRAH
FriW B A, JHEE S IERIEH NS BRSNS B AR B & thIRIMEAAE DL €
AR KK R B A A W, A FETT Acifave, THARERSRIGFE IR, U A AR, A2
FEVEAARS o 22 /RUE/RIEAE 19 HZC Y BARSE A I F R RIHARHI ST M AR €, Jo A B 2 R 5F A R NiAE
TR AR ES RIS P AT, DARAE T NS BIRBOZATEA AL .
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