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Abstract

The Three Heroes and Five Gallants, The Young Five Gallants, and Sequel to the Young Five Gallants
contain many episodes involving wells. Ordinary wells used for drawing water often lead to encoun-
ters and recognition between characters, while dry wells and wells in back gardens provide con-
venient settings for murder and concealment. The Young Five Gallants and Sequel to the Young Five
Gallants further make use of the depth and enclosed space of wells in the design of traps and mech-
anisms. The functions of wells in these works are closely related to their actual conditions and uses.
Drawing on relevant scholarship on the novels, studies of spatial narrative, and materials concern-
ing the cultural meanings of wells, while also referring to similar well episodes in other works of
fiction, this paper offers a detailed examination of several representative cases.
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JJE - RHZERSIHEANEOK, JERERFERR, “EHDELN” (7]:p. 117), INEFRIEH
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Bz, REMMEED] 7N, EOHRIARMNERE. HESE EEEFRRE, FEHEACLMm
AFEBIT . ANRIERF AR R, IERIUE TR E. FREBCEARERN, BEHNEI; HiF
AE A AW HF AR SRHTT, MR G REETLHEHEZ D2k,

BRI EINOE, SOLER, HTSER “HANMAEVFZERIZNR” (7]:p. 10), &AM
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