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Abstract

This study takes Yu Miri’s novel Tokyo Ueno Station Park as its primary object of analysis and em-
ploys Edward Soja’s theory of Thirdspace, in conjunction with Michel Foucault’s theory of discipline,

SCESIA: KEFE, LA WEEHFR R EN —— QR EEFEAED) =2 EB5ER). HASCER T, 2026,
14(5): 602-609. DOI: 10.12677/wls.2026.145084


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/wls
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2026.145084
https://doi.org/10.12677/wls.2026.145084
https://www.hanspub.org/

KR, LA

to examine the living predicaments of homeless people and their practices of spatial reconstruction
in urban space. Through textual analysis, the study examines the novel on three interconnected lev-
els. At the level of Firstspace, it analyzes how material spaces such as Ueno Park physically exclude
and discipline marginalized groups through rules, regulations, and spatial management. At the level
of Secondspace, it explores how dominant social norms and traumatic memories interact to pro-
duce psychological oppression and reinforce the marginalization of those excluded from main-
stream society. At the level of Thirdspace, it examines how homeless people construct autonomous
communities through everyday resistance and the revaluation of social values, thereby creating a
form of living space characterized by resistance, transcendence, and openness. The study ultimately
argues that urban marginal spaces are not merely sites of exclusion but also practical arenas in
which homeless people reconstruct the meaning of existence. The novel thus presents a dialectical
process that moves from material exclusion and psychological internalization toward the recon-
struction of lived space through social practice.
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