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Abstract

The dense presence of material elements in The Glass Menagerie constitutes a distinctive textual
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feature, with nearly every significant plot turn closely tied to the physical properties of specific ob-
jects. New materialist theory challenges the subject-object dichotomy by acknowledging that non-
human matter possesses independent agency and generative power. This article employs new ma-
terialism as an analytical framework, focusing on three types of material carriers, glass objects, en-
closed apartment spaces, and light-shadow media, to examine how non-human materials actively
intervene in the narrative, influence character behavior, shape familial relationships, and ultimately
determine the tragic outcome. The study reveals that the play’s modern tragedy stems not merely
from character flaws or societal pressures, but more fundamentally from the way material forces
deeply and autonomously mediate human existence. The aim is to uncover the ontological shift in
The Glass Menagerie from “objects” as passive symbols to active agents, demonstrating the interpre-
tive power of new materialism in analyzing dramatic texts.
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