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Abstract
Drawing on James Phelan’s theory of unreliable narration, this study examines the features of
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Edgar’s unreliable narration in E. L. Doctorow’s World's Fair and brings to light its rhetorical ethics
and thematic implications. The study finds that Edgar’s first-person retrospective narration departs
from the conventions of the Bildungsromane. The adult narrating self gradually recedes from the
narrative, establishing the premise for the novel’s narrative unreliability. Reading along the three
axes of facts and events, knowledge and perception, as well as ethics and evaluation, this article
shows that Edgar’s account is unreliable to varying degrees in his portrayals of family members, the
understanding of Jewish trauma, as well as the ethical evaluations on public historical events. How-
ever, viewed through the lens of bonding unreliability, beneath Edgar’s surface cognitive distortions
there lies a metaphorical reliability. As readers recognize the limits of his narration, they gradually
apprehend the warmth of the Jewish family and perceive the novel’s gentle irony directed at the
American myth of progress. This article addresses the relative neglect of narrative strategy in the
existing scholarship, hoping to offer a new interpretation of World's Fair from a narratological stand-
point.
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2. REMNEHATRER SR
2.1. F—AREBHEREFHNER AR STEBRIIER

CHHE U B 2 ) 2 — SR B AT S T 1) R A J e JET 12 3%, DAY N 9 365 — AR [l P A A% 0 o
HPHEH, FMFE— ARBOR R AXER L. — AR EIBIZAFNRE, —hgeeizra®RaEnF
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2B 2B I PR RS B, LR B A I T N A BIEE S K ([12]: pp. 166-167), 1XEHIE
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HRREAER . AR E 5EH Z A ERZ R, ZERSER TIRAZKE “%” EEMERESR LA
L7 LRI, R T SO AR R

22, REMPEATREE=FME LHREZH

22.1. EX5ESM: REAYRNARRE

FL G HIAE R E N FHE LM 2R G S BER . BORE X FA AR B E 4R 50
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FREMEEERIE AR O RICARTE: OIS EA K. MRS SA LR, BB ™ e %5 2
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SRR SRS, R I “RRUEP LIRS BRSO . 1939 SEAL M ALl @B AR hE
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