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Abstract

Heart of Darkness is a masterpiece by British novelist Joseph Conrad, widely regarded as the first
truly modernist novel in British literary history. Grounded in an ecocritical perspective, this pa-
per focuses on two pivotal images—the forest and ivory—to explore Conrad’s profound historical
inquiry into the relationship between humanity and nature. The study reveals that by depicting the
somber, oppressive primeval landscape and endowing the forest with a gazing subjectivity, the novel
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destabilizes the epistemic authority of traditional human supremacy, manifesting a distinct de-an-
thropocentric aesthetic tendency. Furthermore, through ivory as a commodified bodily remnant of
life, the narrative incisively critiques the reification and violation of the living natural world driven
by modern industrial rationality. Through the dialectical representation of these two images, Heart
of Darkness unveils the inevitable ecological backlash of natural laws against reckless material ex-
pansion, demonstrating a transhistorical primordial ecological warning and holistic reflective value.
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e, EZAT BT R L R R E .
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LR o FRPLEERR RN CRESI0) (Heart of Darkness) B Il T DSk, — B [E 4 2P SCAAEVEI7
SANFERT RS FEANESN U E R SAETE . BRSO S MMM R IT T 2 4L R T .

I 5 5 T AR Mo I IR LR i, A HAL I A AE AR RS AR Gt oP K LLRI4E T (Lewis) Ny
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M, SRR, BEROA T ER, il CONE: PR TN — DDA sk Oy i B2
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PR3 IR R 1 o BRHAR 8 S PRI AL, SIS AE A AR RN, T8 T S 7750, SR T
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2.3. FRAREY SR
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HAE” [3]. X7 ARpReais . B, H 2R GBI, R 7 ARIAKRIRIRAE, FHAAE R
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FRALEER) CRRIEAC) H, “ G087 MIRBRERE TS, tha B R KRR F i BIL 12,
H AR BUR S 18 J5 2 P RGR AU ZE[10]. EAESHITE K, XAILZRREENGEE, i
FIR T BREGSHFAESRGMNIKR . G AR PSS BB A — 80 HERLTEA
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SR N TR, IR RBUEAR /TS A 5, N Al e s “BUR 7 T —— 1R F AR KR
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RIS, WSS, WIuhal, WO, RN— , DB TR [7]. XBER D% “WRE
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RARE, oo 7 [3UME B H BN BRI B SR, HA LR ENTE S, BN it
UESE T PEZRRBEAT . “MEINTRZHN, BEAZBIN, AR E HEIA . MR EAT AT fh 7,
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