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Abstract

Anne of Green Gables by Canadian author Lucy Maud Montgomery is a classic coming-of-age novel.
With its delicate descriptions of scenery and moving portrayal of its female protagonist’s growth,
the work has endeared itself to readers. This paper consists of three chapters. First, it analyzes
women'’s situation through the dualisms of “reason-emotion” and “public-private,” finding that
women are positioned at the bottom of the binary structure. Anne’s behavior and conduct are con-
strained in “rational society” and “public space” by her gender and distinctive personality. Similarly,
within the “man and nature” binary in the everyday life of the people of Avonlea, natural scenery
serves merely as a background and is treated as a tool. Second, it explores the connection between
women and nature under the same circumstances, finding that Anne has always been protecting the
natural environment in which she lives, while nature heals Anne with its breathtaking scenery and
broad embrace. The final chapter focuses on the “culture-nature” binary, finding that Anne, after
experiencing setbacks, becomes an outstanding, highly educated woman, and that nature also re-
gains its charm under Anne’s spiritual naming. This paper breaks through the framework of tradi-
tional ecofeminist literary studies. It specifically focuses on the binary structures of “man and na-
ture”, “reason and emotion,” “public and private,” and “culture and nature” to explore women and
nature as positioned at the bottom, thereby enriching the application framework and research
cases of this theory in literary texts. The protagonist’s trajectory of growth and transformation not
only displays the women'’s self-awareness and the achievement of independent growth, but also re-
flects the deep connection between women’s destiny and ecology. It offers a spiritual reference for
contemporary women’s self-construction and also contributes to exploring a path for women and
nature to transcend the binary structure.
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