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Abstract

In Joyce Carol Thomas’s Marked by Fire (1982), the protagonist Abyssinia becomes unable to speak
after she israped. About two months later, she regains the ability to speak, yet she does not sing again
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until seven years later, at Mother Barker’s funeral. Taking this temporal gap as its point of departure,
this article draws on Dominick LaCapra’s discussion of “acting-out” and “working-through” to exam-
ine why the novel allows Abyssinia to speak again while leaving her unable to sing for years after-
ward. It argues that the prolonged absence of her singing voice shows that the novel does not treat
the return of speech as evidence that the effects of the trauma have passed. During these intervening
years, Abyssinia gradually moves beyond self-blame, while her father’s return, Mother Barker’s com-
panionship and care, and her apprenticeship as a healer give new shape to her life. The contrast be-
tween her failed Christmas performance and her singing at the funeral further suggests that the
novel places the return of singing at a moment when singing is no longer demanded as proof that she
has fully recovered. These seven years without singing are therefore not an empty interval of waiting
for recovery, but the central period in which the novel traces her growth after trauma. What the novel
ultimately asks us to consider is not how long complete recovery from trauma takes, but how a per-
son goes on living and growing while life continues and pain remains.
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1. 53|

Tl « RE R « FE 5 WiJoyce Carol Thomas, 1938~2016)/] (‘KJR) (Marked by Fire, 1982)LL 1951 4E
21971 FHEE R AT DI RO 56, BE T RALZZRTE T e « Ard s . B E A
Frah, BT Bt R G H A (R 75 A2 B e R L IR R AR b B S S I S A R AT S . B2 Bl
FEATE TN H ] A FBTEVEF FUiis . 65 RIE B e Ui, iR RA S H s, BEREL
BT imin i zEsL b, A EHIE L R ( “Deep River” ) [1]. NS5 FEaii HE JE IR I IE 4L,
AN AT L R AR BR AR A KR ?

5 AR ir A G TR BT LA AR . — RO E I RIE. RASZARERE. LrrihEE
(Amy S. Gottfried)fERF 7t (Flfikg ZH) B, MEB NS A& MRS E, KT, FUi51m
WA AN T, TR SR F U B E SR EICRR TN, H AL ZARFE T E R
R FEEESI([2]: pp. 567-568). WA 5 U510 & WraknE 2 Al hn LAE 22 ) s, NERAR CRIR) s If
ARSI IR T — DA R LRSI X — B ARRIRAT, RS I A B R I AR 1 )
WO, EHNERAEF AT O AP a5 S AR A 457 T 18 61475 2 56 e 1#E N SC
FHE. AEEL (M FERE) W E A EIBGEE P [3], MM (GER) h ek, A
SRR IANPHAT T G 12 A2 RIS T 20 4], MRPSEHERIZ KJE 5 « $i7 1~ F7(Dominick LaCapra) K T
“HJH” (acting-out) 5 “fZiH” (working-through) i X 7315018 T GG 1251, i REHRLA N5RIf, “1ZE”
HARRE “HEIE” BRI YA, MR AR R X il R SUE, BiIRBIE R AE T %,
M E SIEAEEES TS, FUE R AR KR RE([6]: p. 164).

RHRREEES IR RIS EOE RIS . BEAMFARRD B, BEIMEUYER. (K
IR T 1983 4E3R 3 E E K B R CFREA ) LE N UER), EHAA R RBURAAME. £-RKE2TH
F e R S ER VIR, 2B IR /MR IR TE. B A2 SO S B v S G B .
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BERFH

EHERRIL, HATHIEEL CJORD) BEE Sl R E B . CA RN COR) FPFRERE 1
BTEE S0 5 il s AR A D K Rk T @l i, A Bl (Josephine Raburn) SO Y A RAR A HES BT LE
TR MEERR, IOV WA U AR, R O TER” ([7]:p. 288). (H/NB
FEXAN A LUE AT BCA LR LRI IF FURng s 2 7 e i i zeal, L S0 E A meqr 1, sl BLE Sk
WICTEREBN([1]: p. 145). FHERS 2V RNTEIT S/ E TR RIEESE LR 5
IR B EES 8] XA BT & LR, R MEN LIRS miedt ¥ HE 5, EHEAMA
BITER CRIRD) At BRI E 2 A S RAEMND AR QL E, S NEs -t
PR e A ST AN T AR B 35 10055 SR P SR ] RO AS [R) 2 ST AL, T U0 538 0 TAE P 3 2 A
TH-E4E . HORIRIBRA R, D UIRA IR L —MORSERRAPIRES: BTELR) H 8 AT D dks:, i
A IR oI 25 o 1K — I TR Z A6 G455 AR AL AN RE R IR 2 i — (1 “ 32005 - IR B, BT LL
FEOG TS S I (T EOR AR B O RTINS R IR ORI AR AL B ARG AT . A STk IEAE T
LA TP BONESN 78”7 5 MK W, ESCERE U R AN F P Z X R AR 2

2. FRRESHERANESR

RO RT L W INBR B AR . i 2B H EMEE 12— Bl ILS B s fE B 484 T B R AEAL R
SRS (KR ZL) (“TIFly Away” ). AT BEE M S i 5E; BT RAE 5, SaAhakatiog,
WEEFE A R B, BN BN DURAEAL R AR F . AN ER S E, AMTESird, b2 « -
A AT ([1]: p. 85)e X FHAZRTLLXS B ORI KRR H R I, T2 4 X B A4 T b —
PR, R T W B A AA SN

SRR AL FE RO E 20T bU S e & A7 7 R 2 SR Atk 25 BRRE IR IR ) Al A5 SR B KRR NS, 4018 214t
PIGRET o AR ML LR TE VA o W RS TCIERR I, Bk R L, EERIEGE “IEA AL T ik
BAR” ([1]:p.67)0 FIEBER SR M ARTHL S “ib” FESA WS A3, R DN T E2 2 E
([1]: pp. 72-73) XY= FEH bt 35 5 AT N BB TR 70 52 5 AT, AR 1 R B S R B 3R ST 48 A0
. 5 R AR L M i A FIRI P F R, dh e E OB AR BT AR S IR, Ak e
O “Bf BamEs” , REERINE: “—ERIRIBFH M. 7 (1]:p.84). TLEEZHIFR I H RIS KiE
BT HOX H Ok

WIEREXMEME T, FEgE Tk, sbar, Ftb—BEWEEANSER, WrgdnEg—mn « L
A7 5wk, whEE E Ol A2 R DR A S . M REESIE: K, BT AT
ALY T e 7 WA EARXFER) ALY, BONMeE AL S E T RN IR R B O 8 E((1]:p.
85).

SRIM, N A X AMIE A 5 RE — AR, WAHER—R, SgmatBT by 5, hiemie
T, MR, HERR S TS, WA ER B . 5 E. B S A% A B SR s
Fk . Wt fE POl ik BE PR RERIE D 2 8 22 ) R Tk Ae Ak |l 2 ([1]: p. 104)

PR FHONRIARRE, FERHN S WS B EASCGER TR AN, ke e EmREH
WA ANBUR F T SO T RE: BT O RS 5 S S — P T BESR IR, S Wt BR A 1) R A 2 4
o, FRKAERE A ORI A REREA, A L R U 2 R, S U AT G AR A
FHEM SR REREN 2. AR N fih Sz IR0 . BT EE B R N — TG AS B T RS, T2 A2
AL IR R X Em AN C LA RmE 7, A ER0E R OCHCE QAR A S [ AR R AL
BU S BRI R, WATER (B C L) SEEM TR ONEERRE LR, JERAEZRAL
RTRER Y R —ERARM, —HEETSAERPGEMRE. Bk, REFFARRKE—
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WA e, M0 A2RT LEAEAL R SR B S AR R T, B e fALIE s T IR IR R )
HRER. F, FUIMEER, ZRTHS B A 852 B FF AR, SB A 2R 1,
U o B A CAEE M S AR R . F AT ARRE, F KRR BREE B S R

IERGl, WE CEET 5 Bl EISE R R RIE SR, RS “RE -KET ER
REVEE R . “EIR” RRE QIR & PLRIa kR T SUR AT, 1S 2 S OE R R AR g ‘&
7 AR B EERG S ERAAINEEE B, BEREIX > ORI 5 CEE” o ERANIX AR B4
NN, WA R 7w DA ER([6]: p. 164). SRUFAERS, FESAG MR AW, b
TRAFICIEITIR((1]: p. 66); BLIG PN H BUIE, AT ARG A8 — ZIWa MIUTBRAE Sk L ISESE: ik
AEINCIZEIE, T2 DUEIR I A4k 8: A6 20 T o T FTRITBR A 220 R RE R AN Sk e B8 7 e b
EU AR 5 1D iR 2 X — IR AR, B A 8 5 R A (EX I, Bl LRk 1 4 SR B RE R
MR, MHRBME G, FURRE R Bl R, B R AR IO “ HEE” K
Bzrfe DNUTE MIERRZ WM A, TARAYIN “HEHE” LikEm “2E” 11—,

MfE, FILECAREReaRS g, SR ARG . AN BcA - EHTIT D oy eItiE EA)s, mRE T
A TR AR R R R, AR R S i) SEAC N IR o IR AT DGV Ot AN FE R i i 52 R g
MHERE E WL e, MRAEIERAE T 4.

3. BEEPEMERGESER

MR E NG, FTHCRERBA A2 SR . kg4, KR 5AM, e
Ze Py BT PR AT R AR . CIOR) IRTEE I AR IR T, BT

A TR BT 24 40] DL g T TR 2 Xty SR R S R A AT Tt AN T ) o 7R T I =24 17 R 3 PR A2 3
BHAERS, RERZFRSOCRRRLIL, Kb bR AR ERIEA T XK. MR R SRR
K7 IR AR, MRIEEE LA LU SR LB R b B P SO AR 1AL B,
Bl ELIS RO SR A 2R U fE T R T 2, Wiy B EARSe IR AT — H ol DARAE . BUREH “ A 2.
B, DLREFARIINA” RS (1] p. 111, XBEEMERENE, RREBIRE “0
7 AT A s MRAFAE o SCRIIVAREAT I BRAES AT B R4, ZNZaB Lok 1 — i “ a9y
B AFRGEEY: %, RTICRINCILGGR %, RBT AR AR 14, SCRK
VSR AR R T AR . B A ARV IR L, B AR AR I R )

HOCREARA RIS “ 324057 5 “HIR” ZIMKIR AR M. poRer s, g ELH ClE T
AES AT O BERDT M G, AT AR B 5T, BRI NN, SRR BERIATE S K
MIREBE, ARRRE LT, — 3R SRAAIE (1] p. 115). SCET MR, & Hixs
B, NGNS G dr il —— BRI A TR B E 4 . EABIFBAAIE G N E AL B
JC A IRE R A . X E R FR R INECK Z 77, BILL O PREAR, A BAME R e AR L. 7]
BE5AM. S5, AP r R 7RIS, S A RERRT A RS B ARk T
Wo frfpEIEH, SATRTEE — BEAEREH A O H A RS B O “NANELN " 24X )5, T
SEAERERT AT R XS U5 B SRR JE R IR EATEN([7]: p. 287). 4R, RXSBEIFRAIT 4
MRRBER . B EAEERUE CE AR, AR L 05 F 2 RIS J P R A . B
THEBAME R, BURE L LB R, (B0 T E R AR S B A, IR IBE A E—
MER HIERAEZRRAERR I M. “W2B0F” AHENET “E e ra” .

XA I A WL A AR ST B SR . 1966 FEAEAR, A0k B 22 HERT AR SEHETE HH g A, d [ A
KU B QIR BOE B ULRT— RN AR, KA. “UROUE DI B 1. I ISR AR Lk
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BERFH

ET . 7 ([1]:p.123). 4T R . BB, MR xRok o, = EREH T A, SiHE™
FRAE, BRJERPURI([1]:p. 127). WM OEERX . Fritog by, 3. 2580053, &
WERAREAEE TN, R DR R CHE B, (HXESMER AR O 4 5 Y ES 2] TR
FRIEAEIX 0 P AR R — AR . iR E A R B QO AWM E AT T B2 G BRI AN
Y AR R, AR R T IR BRI By kAR A I ] R

1967 4, Bl bl e B it kA b g . 2 NI ZR b Pt — K, Hit:  “The music’s still there. It’s
running through your soul like a deep river.” ([1]: p. 130). XA TEAA LA G EESR, A48 “IAEEAH
K7 H “HRCEABTHC” XK. EWREEE T —xREE YL, RgikptbicfE, iR
NHRBOEARE U & R DA IS Bk

U RA] LIS 2 Ve H R 2 T, i g e, o ARADEAR IO R . B F — 2R IRIR Y
T, EVRIIRBM A FHAL . 7 ([1]: p. 130) e € 2R E W EH R TEHERIRE 7T 2 ANBHJE A “ 0%
AT RGVRBTEL: NAEBEA DR Z R, A SRR E, At B igE, i
AFFEE([1]: p. 130)o XIBTLETF, XML E S AR ZEN— R0 FHE T H B D ar s, W
AN F R BN RS BN RS € A A W — 1) XM SR RIS AEAE AR, SRS A A x)
HAWE RS AP R, W AE V7R R B 2 RIE S R S S RUCOR AR Y, A AR R N RE
IR BB e R AR A 256 ([8]: p. 145).

Z Ja R EEE L X P AR Ak 7 B 3 HAR B A iE o O AE = JE . BT A B SRS — A AR
BT L B ORIk A R v TR B O B S S . TR ELE R 2 A 3RAR T8 i) B3R, AT
i PR PR AR AR DL, A Itk REARFE BT 2 SESEAEAE MDA B 2w N o R s S 0 B o o s THEA a8
I AIX IR RIT B0 CURITR Y o AR ARG, RIS DA bR s s Hph N MR,
BT L AE DL AT D ALK AR A — A AR ([1]: p. 138)0 FARFERS P IL, Ff— kgt iy ok 5
SRS . bR BRI O “IRE O AR (7] p. 288), H/NULEA LEAS (1) AR B B 5
(RO, R SR E R B L E SRSz . S ZRAL AR R 2 EL IR DN “REANRERE” 1A A)

SRS P2 P CLRE 9 RS2 ST B, OGBRAE T e B T BT LG B R AN E R IR SRR o B T T A5t
W7 e HAEK, RS AP RIIN, X EEAR Y ¢ BRI 7 o BRI 2 BRI
ERGR AL T, PRI AT Reg IS il ——E R s, F& P RAECVE, BIHASfE “AL” 5 “&57 1lE
—IBHP A CREE, R T RALYIES T o ATENIAE. B EIRE K W
%, REGAARERNTZ, WM T =/, A% —0OuWR A2 BN E A BT A
VR, MARILAE R NI L bR e e #E 2, BTEEAN—A “B T ” BN, 3TN — 1 DT
AOBENMERIN . EEBEMIES T, B EERIER ARSI SN E s WX T K s
/bW RIAIEAR, WAMhEEN T ML AR IR L G IWERXFLR, WUEIFRERT
HWMAEZHZ B =R R H—, 1T “REARENE” AP &0 LA E e — R, R0 Bt
T CEEC” WfAdE T, BT R BT 3RS T AR BRI E, S
R R AL B A R R YE R =, RS E e i AR N AE TS B R BE LR R, IR
R HEFAL EIBE R Bragis. Bril X & AER P IERA B R @ Kk, H8HENE A
HER T 26AT: A SHEA B RUE MBI DhRE, 1 REAE xS — B BAR SR R I Bl N H IR, A G AT
REEHT R .

R, X -BEA R A R R AR BRI P B . BT LB A A E B O 98, AL “A8
ANREE” Yo B O E. WA DR THHEN TSR, MEMRSEEFERSE SR T
fik B A 277 2.
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4. HENEA

s il 2R AL, JERT AR AT, Y RS0 GUE T —/2. WP AT ¥ FYR G,
FhAEZE R, FIEIE (UT) ( “Deep River” ), B oz BIARAR B sE il A4 « 35 RABAEARMOIR” o iXf
B2, X VBRI A T A AR AL B ) e S A3 LAV R RS , st ] LL — B (9 22 5 2 e

FUEFE L ATEEN, BT RS R “HIRWE " BIANES . LA IR, B e
He MR, —IF AR AR IR b, BB, SRR L. R T — T, U
FaEhl, QRMEFEM, WA — b B . R LT A 0 R R R, SRR e
PR LR, BTLCIF NS GRTTY , A REEBE 2 A, B BURAERAT, B T i B 3
T A IS TE([1]: pp. 145-146) /NP AHEHE 15K S i — A AR IBUR]_E s 2538, X —3%
FRREE S HL, LRI KR R R R IO S, TR RS EILT k. O K B AL SR b,
AR SR P o oS B A R K 3

XG5 7E A VB 22 0, R IR XN T . S5 R LGS E R E .2
ZARIHFIR T . CLRERARTIIRET o X — R 2 T C sE 00 A BT AR FC, T LI T % 2
— AN BRI AR — B AR e R EEENR, FIXE CREAREIET CARERMLE L O
YefgmE— 30, it TUE R, WA S K. MR R S AERNE T A E R U, TR
SRASREME I (%, th RN AiE . 2 SIRTEBIRIN . IEBR 9t HR0E A AN FARAH. “IE M0 A ]
AT IR 155

AN A TE K AR . YRR BB L, Wb T HEI AL, BERI R 2R K.
B LLAREZ AR R 1 25, RALIOAT I BESR, SRR 2B Do 38 R, TSR AR BB}
BT AL, E RS LR, HIEHE M E e 22 A R 5. 0 AT R R i
ko BEE T XA 1]: p. 165). X—%E, BR T M B — N RAEE I . BRI nE T4, (8
At 2 A KT, BT EA I T30 3 (58 T T3 T 2.

X HE AL LA T E eI L WO I, AR R 5 MR T R LL
PESERIL o BERTBE T ik fi e, B IR IRAERT 10 B R 2K A BRI P o {H 55 LI I 52 3R T
RTED, b D2 AT N B R IR O FAERS, MR AR R Flid WA BR AR
(s REWRFECS, B —EE20. RIS A SN RERE—R, SMINER, TSR
BN . RPET, BEENSTE [ O IS R A e ARSI AR . MR 2, AR
R REE 1 R

PR, BR B U 0 A A BT L TR T 6005, S R, 5 DA N IR A7
ORI G M — g . S KA LS . B% SET h BLART [ AR R4, ZUIE SE AU IE SRR — 525 Wity
SR KA RGBT R VIR IR (ORI, — AT D 6 R R4
5. &5

CRIRD AT IR EE FET BEAS i 18R AE BTLLIN) “ 58 R, iy ik 3R AL L ajm (VAR o)
JRAEGHREN .. Fi5REZEK-EE, RAARARSSS HEEFCRMEL Jq, SRR fF)
SREAERTLE & b, DRt S £E e Rk A AR 1

KV, P HOZHTER B3R, G T EFERERER. AR BRI RIGOUCRM, AR5
ABEREDV ) H AR E L ERIER, e s “IHF o %7 sERmyE S M. B
SO E A S R A SEAE A, WA REPE S A B SE TR R G AMA K — U1, WA BBy R 2
WA IR HE -
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ik, BERRRALEMMEENEAN. ERIEIREFERNE, WEIFABTHFHE KRG,
NI EAAE G K AEAE IR B2 k8. DI ARR IR . 3840 B AR — A “IRE T 1
B, TR IR LA AR A E A — R

&5k
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