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Abstract

This paper takes spatial narrative theory as its framework and aims to analyze Albert Camus’s novel
The Outsider. Drawing on Henri Lefebvre’s dialectic of spatial triad as a theoretical reference, it con-
ducts an in-depth analysis of three specific forms of space and the narrative functions of them. The
paper argues that physical space in the novel depicts the emotional transformation of the protago-
nist Meursault through a combination of imagery. Social space reveals the disconnect between in-
dividual behavior and social norms and public understanding. And psychological space, through
Meursault’s memories and imagination, illustrates the ultimate formation of his self-awareness.
These three types of space interact with and influence one another, collectively forming a central
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thread that drives the novel’s plot, shapes the characters, and deepens the theme of the outsider.
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