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Abstract

The medial /i/ in the KaiKou Characters of the First Division is a special phonetic phenomenon in
the Hak, Gan, Wu, Xiang, and Jin dialects. Taking the Wuzhai dialect of the Jin language Wutai part
as the object, this paper investigates the phenomenon of the medial /i/ in the KaiKou Characters
of the First Division, and analyzes the cause of its occurrence based on the existing literature, and
speculates the production time. The medial /i/ of the KaiKou Characters of the First Division in the
Wuzhai County dialect, from the perspective of rhyme group, the medial /i/ is mainly distributed
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in the “xie” group, “xianshan” group and “liu” group; from the perspective of vowel, it is concen-
trated in the “jianxi” vowel. From the perspective of rhyme ending, it is mainly concentrated in the
anterior nasal vowels where the nasal rhyme ending disappears. It is caused by diphthongization
caused by the increasing elevation of the main vowel and consonant hyperplasia. It was produced
roughly after the palatal sound change finished in the Wuzhai dialect.
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